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1.0 Abstract 
 

The “www Research Project” is about, discovering by on line research details of 
ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales , the circumstances of 

their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history. 

 The fully rigged ship the Lancaster was 353 tons and was built in Lancaster in 
1813 and was armed with four 12 pounder carronades. The first owners traded 

with the Virgin Islands in the Caribbean in mainly sugar and cotton during the 
1812-14 war with the USA. The second owners Barton, Irlam and Higginson used 

Lancaster for trade between Barbados and Liverpool carrying cargo’s of sugar, 
cotton and dyes. Including Madeira in later voyages to carry wine. Lancaster lost 

her masts in a hurricane in 1830 but safely reached port.  

The Lancaster was sold to Sir John Tobin in 1832, who used Lancaster to trade 
from Liverpool with Africa for palm oil and ivory. On Lancaster’s third voyage 

after sheltering in St Tudwall Roads in Cardigan bay she set sail and hit the end 
of St Patricks causeway( Sarn Badrig). When the tide flooded the ship broke up 

and later with the cargo washed ashore. Some of the cargo was saved. 
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1. I selected this wreck to research because it was a fully rigged ship and 

likely to travel across oceans to different locations to the last few vessels I 

have researched. It struck the causeway and was not reported to have 

sailed afterwards, and I wanted to discover ; 

 

2. The dimensions of the vessel, although for this period of time apart from 

the draught, they would have only been recorded in on line information if 

the Lloyd’s survey was available or the vessel had been advertised for sale 

in a surviving newspaper. Who the builder was and when she was built and 

any other information available about her.  

 

3. Information concerning the voyages, cargo’s, any events affecting the 

vessel, details of its masters, crew and owners. 

 

4. To find out the sequency of events leading up to the loss of the vessel, 

when ever that was and the event in 1835. 

 

5. To discover the cause of the event in 1835 and if the vessel survived, the 

cause of its eventual loss. 

 

6. The events that happened after the incident in 1835 and up to and after its 

loss if it survived. 

 

7. If there were any previous research of the vessel for the 1835 incident and 

its story. 

 

8. If there was a wreck site for Lancaster and if it had been identified, dived 

and recorded. 

 

9. If any salvage of the vessel and its cargo had been carried out 

10. If any previous reports had been produced for the Lancaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.0 Background 
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When I started this research I knew Lancaster was reported to have struck the 

western end of St Patricks causeway on 14th March 1835, that she was a fully 

rigged ship of 353 tons built in 1823. 

 

 

 

 

                         St Patricks Causeway ( Sarn Badrig) 
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 Distance & direction of St Patricks Causeway(Sarn Badrig)from St Tudwall Roads 
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5.0 Research Methodology   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 

10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 
from the laptop and to assist in transcribing reports from the British newspaper 

archives. The new internet provider has now connected my home by a fibre 
connection so it is very much faster. The Lap top uses bling search engine but I 

also use Goggle which produces less advertisements and less Americanised 
content. 

I searched Lloyds Register of Shipping ( LR ) for “Lancaster” looking for details of 
her dimensions, master, builders and owners for 1823 with a match and 

searched each year until 1835. I later searched 1813 to 1823 and found a match 
in the supplement of 1814 and later years. 
 

I searched LR ships, plans and survey reports for “Lancaster” with a match. 

I searched The British Newspaper Archives (BNA) for “Lancaster Welding” looking 

for sailings, arrivals, a launch, owners, builders, mishaps and any details of her 

loss, I then found the master was Wilding so searched “Lancaster Wilding” and 

found a number of matches. I searched from 1823 to 1835. At the end of 1828 

and the beginning of 1829 there were no recorded voyages for Lancaster so I 

searched “Lancaster Barbadoes” and found a advert with a new masters name, 

so I searched “Lancaster Lookup” and found matches. I then used this method 

when the voyages were missing in a year and then using the new master’s name, 

Connell, Armstrong, Lookup, Dixon, Cummins, Lethbridge and found matches. 

The matches may have been found just searching “Lancaster” but the thousands 

of matches for this search made it unrealistic to use this word to search for in 

this research. I also searched afterwards from 1823 “Launch Lancaster” with a 

match, “Lancaster Denison”, “Lancaster Banks” and “Lancaster Lethbridge” with 

matches. I searched “Convoy West” looking for details of the convoys Lancaster 

joined to and from the West Indies, and found matches. 

I searched Welsh newspapers on line for “Lancaster” looking for sailings, arrivals, 

a launch, owners, builders and any details of her loss and found a number of 

matches, but only in 1835 relating to her loss. 

I searched Coflein site for “Lancaster” looking for any details of the wreck and a 

chart with a match. 

I searched wreckeu site for “Lancaster” looking for any details of the wreck with 

no matches. 

I searched “Sir John Tobin” in Google to find details about him or his family with 

a match and in BNA with matches and to find details about his business and life. 
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I searched “Barton, Irlam & Higginson”  in Google to find details about their 

business and the individuals involved in the partnership. Also in BNA with 

matches to find details about their business, lives and bankruptcy. I searched 

“Burrow and Nottage” on BNA and Google with matches looking for the same 

details. 

I searched in Google and BNA to find details of the masters of Lancaster with no 

matches except as possible masters of other vessels, some for the same owners. 

I did find matches for “Robert Lethbridge” on a vessel before and one after 

Lancaster. 

I searched “Ship Lancaster” in google and found matches 
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6.0 Results    

 

Vessel  Name/s  Lancaster of Liverpool  

 Type  Fully rigged ship 

   Cargo 

Built  Date 1812 

Launched  10th February 1813 

   

 Builder Messrs Brockbank and Nephew 

  Lancaster 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 2  

 Bulkheads None 

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details Square Rigged 

Engine Details N/A 

Guns Type Carronade 

 size 12 pounders 

 Number Four  

 Boilers N/A 

Drive Type  

 Number  

Dimensions Length 106 ft          10  ins       

 Beam 27 ft           7   ins  

 Draught 17 ft            0  ins  

Tonnage Gross 353 tons 

 Net  

Owner First Messrs Burrows & Nottage 

  Liverpool 

 Last Sir J Tobin 

  Liverpool 

 Others Barton & Co, Liverpool  

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag British 

 Number  

History Routes Liverpool to Barbados & Madeira & St Andrews N. B. 

  Liverpool to Africa 

 Cargo Palm oil, elephants teeth, firewood, sugar, wine, 

ginger, sweetmeats, hardwoods 

Final Voyage From Liverpool March 1 1835 

 To Africa 

 Captain Robert Lethbridge 

 Crew Unknown 

 Passengers None 

 Cargo Rum, guns, tobacco, Gunpowder  

Wrecking Date 14th March 1835 

 Location St Patricks Causeway, Cardigan Bay 

 Cause Inaccurate chart of Cardigan Bay 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Total wreck, most of cargo lost 
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Fig. 1         Measures used for dry and wet goods 

 

                             Pipe               Pch           Hhds         Tces       Brls 

 

 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 17 February 1813 

 

On Wednesday last, a fine new ship was launched from the yard of Messrs 

Brockbank and Nephew in this town. She is called the Lancaster, burthen 

353 tons, commanded by Capt. Wm. Dennison the property of Messrs. 

Burrows and Nottage, and intended for the West-India trade 

 

 

Caledonian Mercury - Monday 12 April 1813 

 

On Saturday se'ennight, the West India: fleet , 'sailed from' Cork, wind S. 

W: The fleet: consists of 89 vessels; 21 of which belong to the Clyde-. The 

convoy consists of the Bedford, of 74. guns, 1 Rhin of 36, Hermes of 20, 

Persia of 18, and Bustard of 16. 
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Lloyd's List - Friday 09 April 1813 
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London Courier and Evening Gazette - Wednesday 19 May 1813 

 

Extract of a letter from Capt. J. Walker, of his Majesty’s ship Bedford, to J. 

W. Croker, Esq. dated off Madeira, April 19. 

“ I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, 

with my having got so far with the convoy in perfect safety: all the Masters 

of the Merchantmen have conducted themselves with great attention and 

obedience to my signals and instructions. I beg to mention the “Lancaster” 

William Dennison, who, unasked, took a dull sailing brig in tow for several 

days”. 

 

London Courier and Evening Gazette - Wednesday 10 August 1814 

 

The Leeward Island fleet coming home consist, of about 200 sail; they 

sailed for England on the 3d July under convoy of his Majesty’s ships 

Hannibal, Pique, Ister, Mutine, Echo, Bustard, Port Mahon, Amaranth, and 

another sloop of war.  

 

Caledonian Mercury - Saturday 13 August 1814 

 

The Leeward Island fleet, amounting to about 200 sail, under a strong 

convoy, sailed from St Thomas on the 3rd July, and a part of the Clyde 

division has already arrived. 

 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 14 August 1813 

 

Lancaster, from St Croix and St. Thomas, 548 hhds 4 tcs 169 bis sugar 108 

punchs rum 60 bales 204 serons cotton 38 tons Nicaragua wood Burrows 

and Nottage. 

 

 

Lloyd's List - Friday 12 August 1814 

 

The Lancaster, Dennison, arrived Liverpool from St. Croix; parted from the 

Fleet on signal from the Commodore Saturday. 

 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 20 August 1814 

 

Lancaster, Dennison, from St Croix (at Liverpool) 246 hhds 1 tce 11 brls 

sugar  223 punchs rum - 2 pipes Madeira wine Burrows & Nottage.  
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Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Saturday 29 October 1814 

 

FROM LLOYD BOOKS. Admiralty Office, Oct 27. 

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty - your Letter 

of yesterday’s date. I am commanded by their Lordship’s, to acquaint you, 

that the Commander of  the West India convoy will have orders to take the 

vessels bound to Madeira, to that Island— I am, &c. “ J. BARROW” . 

  

Bury and Norwich Post - Wednesday 28 December 1814 

 

The Swiftsure's convoy for the West Indies, and the Meander's for the 

Mediterranean, will at length get out of the Channel, in which they have 

been detained by contrary winds, since the 5th of November. The same 

wind will take the Leonidas, Iphigenia, and Snake, from Cork, with their 

convoy for Bermuda, after having five times before attempted to sail. 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 15 September 1815 

 

Lancaster, R Banks, from Madeira and Barbadoes, with (from Madeira) 3 qr 

casks wine for Dyson, Brothers, and co...1 hhd 1 pipe 'do Harrisons and 

Latham ...3 do Booth and Hodgkinson...2 do Bolton and co...1 do C 

Lawrence 3 do Hesketh 1 do R Willis ..5 do W Dickson...1 do B 

Hollingshead...1 do W and A Maxwell...2 do 4 hhds do R Golightly...1 do 2 

do J Nicholas...2 do A Byrons...1 do W Lawson...6 pipes do J Young... 5 tic 

1 hhd 1 qr cask do W Barber and co...1 hhd do J Cominford isd co...13 

pipes do 'Sanderson and co.. 1. do G Knox ...1 do B Ball..8 do W Forde and 

co...2 do 2hhds do A Woodward .,12 pipes do R and W Pulsford...1 do J 

Harrocks...3 do A Williamson...5 do 10 hhds do Barton, Irlam, and 

Higginson...1 half butt do F Holder... 21 pipes 5 hhds do order-(from 

Barbadoes) 228 hhds 277 tcs 9 brls sugar 20 bales cotton Barton, Irlam, 

and Higginson...18 tcs 2bris sugar J Humphrey and co...85 do 1 do Muloch 

and Blood...10 hhds do H Bovell...4 tcs 2 brls do 1 bale cotton 5 bales 

arrow root order 
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Fig. 2         A carronade, on Lancaster they were 18 pounders 

 

1. Breech bolt 2. Aft sight 3. Vent hole 4. Dispart sight 5. First reinforcing ring 6. 

Barrel 7. Muzzle 8. Second reinforcing ring 9. Azimutal pivot 10. Chock 11. 

Elevation pivot 12. Wheel 13. Mobile pedestal 14. Carriage 15. Pommel 16. 

Elevation thread 

 

Carronades initially became popular on British merchant ships during the 

American Revolutionary War. A lightweight gun that needed only a small gun 

crew and was devastating at short range was well suited to defending merchant 

ships against French and American privateers. The carronade was typically 

mounted on a sliding rather than a wheeled gun carriage, and elevation was 

achieved with a turnscrew, like field guns. 
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Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 30 September 1815 

 

                                 TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,  

On Wednesday the 11th of October, 1815, at one o'clock, at the office of 

Burrows and Nottage;  

                          About 200 Hogsheads and 100 Barrels  

                                                  SUGAR; 

                                           JUST LANDED. 

               For particulars apply to BURROWS and NOTTAGE.  

Lancaster, Sept 29, 1815. 

 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 04 April 1817 

 

Lancaster, R Banks, from Barbadoes and Madeira, with 284  hhds 219 tces 

3 brls sugar 39 bags cotton 91 packages old copper 12 bags ginger 449 

bags coffee for Barton, Irlam and Higginson.,35 hhds 10 tcs sugar 32 do 

coffee 1 box sweetmeat, Thos. Lee and co...10 hhds sugar Nelson and 

Adam...10 tces do  Hughes. Duncan and co...19 bales cotton 2 boxes 

sweetmeats, order-(from Madeira) 1 pipe 1 cask wine J Owen...1 pipe 1 

hhd  do J Hornby...1 pipe do T W Tottie...20 do Bagott and Parr...2 do 

Whittingham and Dawson...1 hhd do J Bell...3 pipes do Knowles...1 do 

Bourne Brothers...2 do M Wotherspsoon...1 hhd  do J T Swainson. 

 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 05 June 1818 

 

Lancaster, R. Banks from Barbadoes. With 378 hhds 166 tces  sugar 75 

bales cotton 60 brls 21 bags ginger 19 gourds aloes for Barton, Irlarm and 

Higginson.. 35 bags ginger Swan and co..12 bales cotton T.Lee and Co.. 14 

do 8 hhds 2 brls sugar 5 pces old iron to order. 

 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 30 October 1818 

 

Lancaster, Banks, hence at Barbadoes in 28 days, and would sail again on  

26rh Sept. 
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Morning Advertiser - Friday 06 November 1818 

 

The Hoop, Lieuwes, from Berbice to Amsterdam, sailed the 30th Aug. and 

the Sept, in lat. 34. experienced dreadful hurricane, which damaged the 

ship and cargo—part of the latter was thrown overboard—the ship being 

very leaky, and in a dangerous state, she was endeavouring to make 

Bermuda. One of her passengers arrived at Liverpool Monday in the 

Lancaster, Banks, from Barbadoes, 

 

 

Lloyd's List - Friday 14 May 1819 

 

BARBADOES..... .arrived Mar. 29. Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool with 

some damage by the stroke of a sea 

 

 

National Register (London) - Monday 29 November 1819 

 

HURRICANE AT BARBADOES This Island, which escaped the hurricane in 

September, so fatal to some of the neighbouring islands, was visited last 

month by a similar calamity. The storm is described as the most dreadful 

that has occurred in that island since 1708, the anniversary of which was 

commemorated on the 11th ult., by solemn fast. On the 13th the gale 

commenced attended with torrents of rain, which continued during the 

whole of the following day. The evening closed with the most terrible 

appearance, as if giving notice of the dreadful havoc that was to ensue. 

The wind and the rain increased, and the deluge of water became so 

irresistible, that it brought down the gully at Bridge Town, funnelled to. 

carry off the flashes from the country, with impetuous fury, sweeping 

before it Constitution Bridge, and every building in its course ; and after 

that beautiful structure, the New Bridge, which cost the Colony so much 

money, was demolished in an instant.— The morning of the 16th dawned 

upon this scene of desolation, the hurricane continued with unstinting fury. 

About sem o'clock the appearance of the town throughout became 

distressing beyond description, the water had risen in the streets to three 

to four feet high, and in many places as high as 5 feet ; nothing but 

confusion and alarm appeared : whole families were seeking protection and 

security in other quarters. At Forster-hall estate, near Joe's-river, some 

singular and awful phenomena occurred Several of the buildings sunk 

under the earth, and were totally destroyed ; and a house where a flock of 

sheep and some cattle were lodged, was swallowed up and entirely lost. A 
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wood adjoining, suddenly moved down to the spot where Foster hall 

buildings stood ; a field of young canes took possession of a spot where a 

field of potatoes had been, and which slid into the sea. A sinking of the 

earth occurred in other parts of the island ; the dwelling of Dr . Boscom, in 

the parish of St. Thomas, gave way, and was nearly buried in the earth ; 

the family had fortunately quitted it.  

The damage among the shipping was considerable; but several vessels 

were able, by taking measures of precaution, suggested by the appearance 

of the atmosphere before the hurricane commenced, to ride it out in safety. 

—No return had been obtained of the number of lives lost 

 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 23 June 1820 

 

Lancaster, R Banks, from Barbadoes, with 450 hhds 164 tcs 1 brl sugar 8 

Bales cotton 5 pkgs old copper 120 bris coffee 1 pipe wine for Barton, Irlam 

and, Higginson...2 hhds 1 tc sugar W Edwards 1 do 6 do D Cannon...1 case 

pickles &c. J Webster.. 6 bris 1 half  do sugar 2 bxs arrowroot 1 bx 

succades 2 bxs presents order  

 

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Thursday 30 May 1822 

 

Quick Work.— The Lancaster, Wilding, belonging to Messrs. Barton, Irlam, 

and Higginson, arrived Liverpool, from Bardadoes, on the 21st Inst, with a 

full cargo, consisting of 600 hhds of sugar, &c. which she has discharged, 

reloaded her outward cargo, and on the 27th sailed again for Barbadoes. 

Thus completing the whole business the short space of six days. 

 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 30 November 1822 

                                             MARRIED 

On Sunday last, at Poulton-le-Fylde, Captain Joseph Wilding, of the ship 

Lancaster, of Liverpool, to Miss Nancy Cumming, daughter of Mr. Cumming, 

of Carleton. 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 02 January 1823 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 31 May 1823 

Despatch. — An instance of mercantile despatch occurred at Liverpool, last week, 

which has seldom been equalled. The ship Lancaster, Capt. Wilding, belonging to 

Messrs Barton, Irlam. and Higginson, arrived from Barbadoes on Monday 

evening, on Wednesday morning she commenced unloading a cargo of nearly 

6OO hhds. of sugar, on Saturday she completed her outward cargo, and on 

Sunday again sailed for Barbadoes ! 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 11 September 1823 

                                                   Imports 

WEST INDIES. . , The Lancaster, J. Wilding, from Barbadoos, with 412 hhds      

35 tces sugar 60 bales 300 serons cotton for Barton, Irlam and Higginson,        

12 hhds sugar Barrow and Lousada, 25 do 25 bales cotton  Lee, Haynes and co. 

1 jar tamarinds E. G. Deane, 200 coker nuts J. Wilding, 1 hhd,2 tces, 1 brl, 1 

package sugar 1 cask molasses 1 keg peeper 1 gourd aloes 159 hides and skins 

order. 

 

Exeter Flying Post - Thursday 29 January 1824 

The Osborne packet, Hartney, which arrived at Falmouth on Friday ,from the 

Leeward Islands, On the 28th Nov. found at Barbadoes, (lately arrived there) the 

Lancaster, Wilding of and from Liverpool, who on her passage fell in with the 

Friendship of Jersey from the coast, of Africa, bound to  Jersey, in a foundering 

state; the Lancaster took on board all of the 6 crew and carried them: to 

Barbadoes ;-the master, John E Meyers and his boy, took their passage on board 

the 0sborne, for England, the former, however, died on the 17th Jan. 

 

Caledonian Mercury - Saturday 31 January 1824 

Barbadoes, Dec. 8. The Lancaster, Wilding, which arrived on the 16th ult. from 

Liverpool, fell in with on the 1st, in lat. 31. long. t 31. the Bremen galliot,. 

Freundschaft, from River Gambia to Jersey, water logged, and took on board the 

master, Mate, nine seamen, and a boy the galliot had 10 feet water in her hold; 

nothing was saved, the vessel was abandoned.  

 

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Monday 06 February 1826 

NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICAN COFFEE HOUSE, (by express.) Liverpool, Feb. 5 

— Wind S.— Arrived Lancaster, Connell, from Barbadoes—passengers Lieut. 

Colonel McAllister of the 35th foot— Lieut. Moone and Lady—Captain Chevely, 

late of the brig Ann— Mr. Chevely, of the Triton. 
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Liverpool Mercury - Friday 13 October 1826 

Lancaster, J. Cannell, from Barbadoes, with 188 h 21 tc 1 brl sugar, 367 bls 

cotton, 16 ½ t logwood, 2 hf butts 7 cases Madeira wine, 2 cases sherry, 2 bx 

arrowroot, 2 bx sweetmeats, 3 jars tamarinds, 31 gourds aloes, 6 ck copper, 5 

do brass, 6350 coker nuts, Barton, Irlam and Higginson. .27 bls cotton, T. Daniel 

and co. .4 do, Gibbs, Bright and co. .4 do, J. and S. Levi and co. .7 do do, 16 

gourds aloes, I ck copper, J. Winder. .12 bls cotton, 26 bg ginger, J. Gowling. 17 

bls cotton, 9 gourds aloes, T. Lee and co. 15 bls cotton, 5 ck copper, Berry and 

co.-.2 cases wine, 1 case shells. J. Twiname, 1 kg sugar, 1 ck moasses, 1 jar 

tamarinds, 6 bx sweetmeats, 22 bg ginger, 5 ck copper, order.-P. Dk. 

 

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 09 November 1826 

                                For BARBADOES 

                            The Ship LANCASTER.  

                                 James Connell 

Intended to  sail the 18th instant  Apply to BARTON, IRLAM and HIGGINSON. 

 

 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 06 April 1827 

                              Imports   West Indies 

Lancaster, J. Connell, from Barbadoes, with 430 h, 6 tc, 2 brl sugar,  122 bl 

cotton, 250 gourds aloes, 13 bg ginger, Barton, Irlam, and Higginson. .8 h sugar, 

Gibbs, Bright, and co. .9 bl cotton, J. A. Haswell. .3 do, 2 brl old copper, Murray, 

Syme, and Co-. 5 bx arrowroot, 15 kg tamarinds, 26 gourds aloes, 21 bl cotton, 

J. Gowling.. 11 brl ginger, Bewley and Neville. 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 16 October 1828 

 
Also the Irlam 

 

 
 
 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 06 March 1829 
 

                              Imports   West Indies 

 
Lancaster, J Lookup, from Barbadoes, with 386 hhds 43 tce sugar, 194 bls 

cotton, Barton, Irlam, and co. 24 hhds sugar, Gibbs, Bright, and co. .8 do, 4t 
logwood, Bewley and Neville.. .14 bx arrowroot, J Gowling.- P Dk. 

 
 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 18 June 1829 
                                         Imports   West Indies 

 
Lancaster J. Lookup, from Barbadoes. with 304 hhds 31 tces sugar 9 bales cotton 

for Barton, Irlam and Higginson, 81 hhds sugar Gibbs, Bright and co. 2 bris do 25 
packages tamarinds order—ln the Princes Dock 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 02 July 1829 
 

                                       For BARBADOES,  
                The Ship LANCASTER,  James Lookup, Master.  

For freight passage apply BARTON, IRLAM and HIGGINSON. 
 

 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 22 June 1830 

 
                                Imports   West Indies 

Lancaster , Dixon, from Barbadoes, with 487 hhds 4 tces sugar, for Barton, Irlam 
and Co; 9 hhds do, Gibbs, Bright and Co; 1 pun rum, 4 pipes 4 hhds 97 brls 

wine. John Knowles; 1 brl sugar,30 packages arrowroot, 10 packages tamarinds, 

1 package sweetmeats, 4 packages pepper, 3 packages dry goods, returned, 
order.  Prince Regent 

 
 

 
Morning Post - Thursday 07 October 1830 

 
Lancaster, Dixon. Barbadoes to Liverpool, 26th August, lat. 23. long. 62., 

dismasted, and cargo supposed damaged. 
 

 
Bell's Weekly Messenger - Monday 11 October 1830 

 
The Lancaster, Dixon, from Barbadoes to Liverpool, was, on the 26th of August. 

In lat. 23. long.62,  under jury masts, and her cargo, supposed be damaged, 

having been dismasted on the 19th during violent gale. 
 

 
Morning Post - Wednesday 13 October 1830 

 
The Lancaster, Dixon, from Barbadoes to Liverpool, was spoken with on the 1st 

ult. in lat. 20. long. 63. steering for St. Thomas's, under jury masts. 
 

 
 

 
Bell's Weekly Messenger - Monday 25 October 1830 

 
Sept, 6th.—The Lancaster. Dixon, from Barbadoes to Liverpool, put in here on 

the 2nd inst., having been dismasted during hurricane on the 19th, in lat. 20 lon. 

61.: her cargo is discharging. The ground tier supposed washed out. 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 03 February 1831 
 

                               Imports   West Indies 
 

ln the Prince’s Dock. Lancaster (353) J. Dixon, from Barbadoes and St. Thomas, 
with (from Barbadoes) 369 hhds 3 barrels sugar, 3 packages sweetmeats and 

pepper for Barton, Irlam and Higginson, 8 hhds sugar Gibbs, Bright and co. 11 
bales cotton T. Lee and co. 8 tces do 59 bales do 14 tons logwood 2 tons fustic 

27 hides order, (from St. Thomas) 1 brl arrowroot 3 bxs, 1 jar 1 trunk 
sweetmeats order. In the Kings Dock  

 
 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 24 February 1831 
 

 

 
 
 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 22 September 1831 

 
                         For MADEIRA and BARBADOES 

                               The Ship LANCASTER,   
 John Dixon, Master; Intended to sail on the 25th September. 
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Liverpool Mercury - Friday 23 March 1832 
 

                                          IMPORTS              
                                      WEST INDIES.  

 
Lancaster, Dixon, from Madeira and Barbadoes, with (from Madeira) 1 butt 2 

pipes 7 hhds 5 qr ck 8 cases wine, order. .(from Barbadoes) 22 hhds sugar, 
Gibbs, Bright, and co- .273 do 22 tc do, 213 gourds aloes, 20t logwood, Barton, 

Irlam, and Co., 524 hides, 89 brl 56 bg coffee, Cavan Brothers and R Semple . .2 
bls cotton, Heyes, Litherland, and co. 6 do, 30 bri 16 bg L- coffee, T and H 

Murray. . 60 pckg arrow root, E Kilpatrick. . 3 hhd 1 te 1 bx aloes, G and S 
Snaith. .1 hhd Madeira wine, J Dixon -.26 hhds 4 tce sugar, order 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Liverpool Mercury - Friday 06 July 1832 

 
                                       IMPORTS  

                                    WEST INDIES.  
 

Lancaster, Dixon, from Barbadoes, with 508 hhds 6 tces sugar, Barton, Irlam and 
co-- 10 do, 1 do, 10 brl do, order  

 
 

Gore’s Liverpool General Advertiser – Thursday 10 January 1833 
 

The Lancaster, Cummins, hence Cape Palmas 33 days. 

 
 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - Tuesday 16 July 
1833 

 
                             IMPORTS AFRICA 

Lancaster, Cummins from Africa with 1235 csk Palm oil, 365 elephant teeth, 10 t 
barwood, 5 fms dunnage wood, 1 case returned goods, for exportation, Sir J 

Tobin – P Dk 
 

 
 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 19 July 1833 
 

DIED, On the 1st Of March, at Old Calabar, Africa, Mr. Lancelot -Smith Scott, late 

surgeon of the Lancaster, belonging to Sir John Tobin, aged 22, son of Mr. 
William Scott, schoolmaster, of Preston, much regretted by all who were 

acquainted with him. 
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Liverpool Mercury - Friday 26 July 1833 

 
DIED. In August last, on his passage hence to Africa, Mr. Robert Frederick 

Redhead, mate of the ship Lancaster, much and deservedly respected by all who 
knew him. 

 
 

 
Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - Tuesday 22 

October 1833 
 

Lancaster, Lethbridge, from Liverpool, has it into Plymouth leaky, with loss of 
sails, and bowsprit spiting, bound to Africa. 

 

 
Liverpool Mercury - Friday 12 December 1834 
 

                                      Imports. , AFRICA.  
Lancaster, Lethbridge, with 1050 ck palm oil, 156 elephants' teeth, 10 fathoms 

firewood, 3300 pcs redwood, Sir J Tobin-P Dk 

 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 27 February 1835 
 

Lancaster, Lethbridge, which sailed. 17th inst. for Africa, has put back. 

 
 

Liverpool Mercury - Friday 13 March 1835 

 
Lancaster, Lethbridge, hence for Africa at Studwall Roads, with sails split. 

 
 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - Tuesday 17 
March 1835 

    
March 14.—The Lancaster, Lethbridge, from. Liverpool to Africa, while beating 

out to-day, struck on some rocks in Cardigan Bay, and immediately sunk—crew 
saved. 15, Two large boats are gone off to the vessel. 

 
 

Lloyd's List - Tuesday 17 March 1835 
 

                                                                       Pwllheli, 15th March.  

The Lancaster, Lethbridge, from Liverpool to Africa, sailed from Studwell Roads 
yesterday, and at 2 p.m. got upon the rocks near St. Patrick’s Causeway, and 

filled with water. Crew saved. To-day nothing is seen of the Vessel.” 
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Carnarvon & Denbigh Herald, on Saturday, 21 March 1835. 
 

Wreck in Cardigan Bay. The ship Lancaster, Lethbridge master, bound from 
Liverpool to Africa, has been lost in Cardigan Bay under the following 

circumstances. The vessel had been lying wind-bound in Studwells roads for 
some time, and about eleven o'clock last Saturday, the 14th inst., she was got 

under way, about two o'clock she struck on the western extremity of the 
causeway and almost immediately filled. The master despatched a boat to Mr. 

Hughes, deputy agent to Lloyd's residing at Pwllheli, requesting prompt 
assistance. Unfortunately, it was then low water, and no boats could be got out, 

but two were sent to her as soon as possible. Mr. Hughes offered the crew of an 
Irish herring smack £10 to go out which was refused. About four or five o'clock 

the tide flowed over the vessel, and the master and remainder of the crew were 
compelled to abandon her, and arrived at Pwllheli in safety on Sunday morning, 

having passed the night on board the Mersey, then lying in Studwell roads. The 

vessel soon went to pieces and not a vestige was to be seen, when the two boats 
arrived at the place where she had struck. The accident happened through the 

captain mistaking the position of the causeway. We understand it is not very 
correctly laid down in the chart. This shows the necessity of a new survey of 

Cardigan Bay, which we trust our gallant and honourable member Colonel Parry 
will be able to obtain.  

    Early on Monday morning last, the shore near Barmouth was strewn with large 
quantities of merchandises, evidently from the wreck of the Lancaster. This 

consisted of puncheons of rum, empty casks, hogsheads of tobacco leaf, hats, 
bread, palm oil, staves, powder casks, and empty casks supposed to have 

contained fire arms marked 'O’ with 'No. 500' enclosed in a diamond. Several 
sailors' chests were washed on shore, in one of which was a log book belonging 

to the Lancaster, stating that she rode at anchor on the 9th inst., near Studwell, 
Pwllheli.  

   A letter was also picked up written by a Nicholas Cleary, Tavern, Hurst-street, 

Liverpool, and purporting to have been entrusted to the care of the mate of the 
ship Dido. The stern of the Lancaster came on shore on Tuesday. Several casks 

of goods have been driven on shore marked with the letter 'D', and which lead to 
the fear that the Dido must have shared the fate of the Lancaster. Goods have 

also been washed up marked 'S.L.' supposed to be part of the cargo of the Sarah 
of Liverpool, which was run down a few weeks since by the Silas Richards, 

American packet ship. Most of the articles are in a damaged state, particularly 
the bread, hats and tobacco leaf.  We regret to find that some of the country 

people seemed much inclined to plunder the property thus cast upon the shore, 
and to rapaciously exercise the disgraceful practice of wrecking. They broke open 

some of the rum puncheons, and drank to such an excess, that one man died in 
consequence. A great part of the property would no doubt have been pilfered, 

had it not been for the strenuous exertions of several respectable individuals. The 
most active were Mr. Anderson, collector of the customs, Mr. Robert Griffith, Mr. 

Richard Barrett, Mr. Hugh Roberts, and Mr. Anthony Thomas Morgan of Hendre." 
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The Cambrian 28th March 1835 
 

 
The ship Lancaster, Lethbridge, master, bound from Liverpool to Africa, has been 

lost in Cardigan Bay, under the following circumstances. The vessel had been 
lying wind- bound in Studwell roads for some time, and about eleven o'clock on 

Saturday, the 14th inst., she was got under way. About two o'clock, she struck 
on the western extremity of the causeway (Sarnbadrig), and almost immediately 

filled. The master dispatched a boat to Mr. Hughes, deputy agent to Lloyd's, 
residing at Pwllheli, requesting prompt assistance. Unfortunately it was then low 

water, and no boats could be got out, but two were sent to her as soon as 
possible. Mr. Hughes offered the crew of an Irish herring smack £10 to go out, 

which was refused. About four or five o'clock the tide flowed over the vessel, and 
the master and remainder of the crew were compelled to abandon her, and 

arrived at Pwllheli in safety on Sunday morning, having passed the night on 

board the Mersey, then lying in Studwell roads. The vessel soon went to pieces, 
and not a vestage was to be seen when the two boats arrived at the place where 

she had struck. The accident happened through the captain mistaking the 
position of the causeway. Early on Monday morning, the shore near Barmouth 

was strewed with large quantities of merchandise, evidently from the wreck of 
the Lancaster. They consisted of puncheons of rum, empty casks, hogsheads of 

tobacco-leaf, hats, bread, palm oil, staves, powder casks, and empty cases, 
supposed to have contained firearms, marked 0," with No. 500," enclosed in a 

diamond. Several sailors' chests were washed on shore, in one of which was a 
log-book belonging to the Lancaster, stating that she rode at anchor on the 9th 

inst., near Studwell roads, and that three of the crew had decamped from her at 
Pwllheli. A letter was also picked up, written by a Nicholas Cleary, Tavern, Hurst-

street, Liverpool, and purporting to have been entrusted to the care of the mate 
of the ship Dido, The stern of the Lancaster came on shore on Tuesday. Several 

cases of goods have been driven on shore marked with the letter D," and which 

leads to the fear that the Dido must have shared the fate of the Lancaster. Goods 
have also been washed up, marked S. L," supposed to be part of the cargo of the 

Sarah, of Liverpool, which was run down a few weeks since by the Silas Richards, 
American packet ship. Most of the articles are in a damaged state, particularly 

the bread, hats, and tobacco-leaf.—We regret to find that some of the country 
people seemed much inclined to plunder the property thus cast upon shore, and 

to rapaciously exercise the disgraceful practice of wrecking. They broke open 
some of the rum puncheons, and drank to such an excess, that one man died in 

consequence. A great part of the property would no doubt have been pilfered, 
had it not been for the strenuous exertion of several respectable inhabitants. 

 
 

The Cambrian 12th May 1835 

We stated lately that Cardigan Bay is to be examined by order of Government, 

the necessity for which is apparent. A few weeks ago the Lancaster, of Liverpool, 

was wrecked near the same spot; and on Friday se'nnight, a large vessel, laden 

with cotton, &c. for Liverpool struck on the same place, but was got off. 
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Painting of Lancaster 

The painting by Miles Walters presents a dual view of the ship showing its profile 

and rear view. A small pilot ship is approaching Lancaster. Artist Miles Walters 

was born in 1774 and died in 1849. He was a shipwright (and later a seaman), 

after leaving the sea, Miles moved to London. He later moved to Liverpool with 

his third son Samuel Walters (1811-1882), where he was listed in the directories 

as an artist. Miles and Samuel worked on several marine paintings together. The 

painting is at present in the National Museum of American History Behring centre 

but is not on display, its was apparently gifted to the museum. A painting by the 

same painter of another of the company’s ships, Higginson in the Mersey river is 

in the same museum and also not on view. 

 

 

                                 Burrows and Nottage 

 

George Burrow and James Barton Nottage partners 

 

James Nottage was a quaker married to Jane and had a son James Barton 

Nottage (1814-1892) 

George Burrow, married wife Letitia Higgin on 9/1/1817, George Burrow appears 

among the Prisoners whose estates had been transferred to the Provisional 

Assignee and who were ordered to be brought up to the County Court of 

Lancashire on 09/11/1849 

 

Burrows and Nottage were the owners of several vessels and two others were 

advertised for sale in 1814 when Lancaster appears to have been sold to Sir John 

Tobin. They did also transport goods on other ships such as the Mercury which 

was American owned. 
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Liverpool Mercury - Friday 11 December 1812 
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Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Monday 01 August 1814 

 

 

Claims and claim numbers for awards made to Burrows and Nottage for 

freed slaves 

Virgin Islands 10 £64 10s 2d awarded 24th Oct 1836, 5 Enslaved 

Virgin Islands 236 £1,279 13s 10d awarded 24th Oct 1836, 81 Enslaved 

Virgin Islands 59 £56 1s 4d awarded 21st Nov 1836, 4 Enslaved  

Virgin Islands 252 £4,303 10s 10d awarded 24th Oct 1836, 270 Enslaved 

Virgin Islands 113A & B£232 19s 11d awarded 31st Oct 1836, 18 Enslaved 

George Burrow', Legacies of British Slave-ownership database, http://wwwdepts-

live.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/30073 [accessed 5th February 2021]. 
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Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 01 March 1845 

                                               DEATHS 

On Wednesday last, Mr. James B. Nottage, merchant, of Caton, aged 59 years. 

 

London Gazette 210 32 26/10/1849 

Imprisonment for debt of bankrupt George Burrow formerly residing in St 

Leonard Gate and having an office in Market street, both in Lancaster, carrying 

on business in co-partnership with Thomas Burrow, Edward Burrow and James 

Barton Nottage as merchants, under the firm of Burrows and Nottage, afterwards 

carrying on the same business in co-partnership with Thomas Burrow and James 

Barton Nottage, under the same firm, then with James Barton Nottage, and lastly 

alone under the firm of Burrow and Nottage, also carrying on business as 

merchant on his sole and separate account a portion of the time in co-

partnership with Thomas Housman Higgin  and Richard Farrer, as cotton spinners 

and manufacturers under the firm of T.H. Higgin and Company, Burrow and 

Higgin and Burrow, Higgin and Farrer and late a lodger on St Leonards Gate, out 

of business (sued as George Burrow, who has survived James Barton Nottage)   

 

Lancaster Guardian - Saturday 23 November 1861 

DEATHS. Tuesday, the 19th inst, at his residence, in Fenton Street, George 

Burrow. Esq., J.P. of this borough, aged 71 years. 

 

Mayors of Lancaster 

1822 James Nottage 

1828 George Burrow 

1833 George Burrow 

1835/36 George Burrow 

George Burrow the owner of White Cross cotton mill in Lancaster, built in 1802 

by Thomas Mason with the backing of Thomas Burrow, George's father. George 

Burrow took on the mill in 1827 with a partner, Thomas Housman Higgin. 1848 

assignment by George Burrow of Lancaster of his estate to trustees for creditors 
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RAILWAY INVESTMENT by George Burrow 

North-Western [1846412]  £2000 

Lancaster and Preston Junction [183726]  £2000 

Morecombe Harbour and Railway [1846373]  £10000 

 

Thomas Burrow, the father of George Burrow is also recorded as a Mayor of 

Lancaster. 

Robert Gillow of ‘Gillow & Co.’ was an important Lancaster furniture business in 

the 18th century, and a significant national furniture maker who pioneered the 

use of exotic woods in high end furniture making and design. A possible 

purchaser of the hardwoods Burrow and Nottage were importing. 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - June 17 1836 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

35 
 

                               Barton, Irlam and Higginson 

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 31 January 1805 

 

 

Barton, Irlam and Higginson was a noted Liverpool firm of shipowners and 

owners of a privateer, specializing in the trade with Barbados in the first half of 

the 19th century. The three partners were William Barton, George Irlam, and 

John Higginson. The firm made a practice of naming several of its vessels after 

the partners. Higginson may have joined the partnership around 1808. In that 

year the ownership of the ship Maxwell changed from Higginson to Barton & Co., 

and her master changed from J. Edwards to J. Irlam. 

Although Liverpool was an important centre for Britain's slave trade, and 

Barbados an important destination for slave ships, the partnership does not 

appear to have engaged in slave trading. Two of the vessels the partners bought 

had been slave traders, but were not once the partners bought them. Captain 
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John Gillespie (or Gilespy) of Barton, the ship the partners purchased in 1810 

and trading between Liverpool and Bridgetown, was involved in 43 transactions 

involving manumissions of slaves in Bridgetown between 1806 and 1818. The 

firm, however, did lend to Barbados plantations, all of which employed slaves. In 

1833 Barton, Irlam & Higginson owned a number of Barbadian plantations with at 

least 1,232 slaves, making the firm one of the biggest slave owners on the island 

Sir William Barton, then head of Barton, Irlam and Higginson, died aged 70 in 

1826. He had been knighted in 1816 when Mayor of Liverpool on presenting an 

address of congratulation to the Regent on the marriage of Princess Charlotte of 

Wales. When Barton died, Irlam and Higginson took up his shares in the vessel 

Higginson. George Irlam died before John Higginson, who died in 1834. His son 

Jonathon succeeded him as a partner in the firm. 

Fiat in Bankruptcy was issued on 13 November 1847 against Jonathan Higginson 

and Richard Deane of Liverpool carrying on business at Liverpool under the firm 

of Barton, Irlam and Higginson, and at Barbadoes under the firm of Higginson, 

Deane & Stott. 

Barton, Irlam and Higginson meet with considerable opposition in the Liverpool 

District Court of Bankruptcy. Reportedly, they had received a large quantity of 

sugar from Mr Hinds, of Barbadoes, in June 1847, pledged it in July for £20,000, 

and in August got a further advance of £30,000, at the same time owing Mr 

Hinds a large balance. 

When Barton, Irlam and Higginson failed it had liabilities of £850,119, of which 

the Royal Bank of Liverpool held £545,791. The bankruptcy occurred during the 

great railway panic of 1847 and the Bank suspended operations between 18 

October and 1 December. It then operated until it finally failed in 1867. 

The Official Assignee announced in 1851 a dividend of 20s  on the pound. 

Actually, the dividend amounted to 17s 6d in the pound. 

The bankruptcy was still underway in 1870. In 1895 the Official Receiver was still 

negotiating with Jonathan Higginson's widow Charlotte over stock of the North-

Eastern Railway Co. Jonathon, who had died in 1859, had on his own account 

purchased shares in the Leeds and Thirsk Railway, with which the North-Eastern 

Railway Company later merged. At the time of the merger the value of the new 

shares in the merged railway was £3087. However, the railway never paid out 

the dividends accruing to those shares with the result that by 1895 the shares 

and accrued dividends were worth about £7000. Charlotte Higginson and the 

Receiver agreed to divide this amount, with Charlotte getting £3087 plus the last 

six years of accrued dividends, and the Receiver the remainder. The accounts of 

the Assignees were last reported audited in 1897. 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 12 January 1826 

We have this week the melancholy duty of recording the death of Sir William 

Barton. Km. one of the oldest merchants of the town engaged in the West India 

trade, and for many years principal of the firm of Messrs. Barton, Irlam, and 

Higginson. During the period in in which he filled the civic chair, he received the 

honour knighthood from his present Majesty, (then Prince Regent) upon 

presenting an address congratulation, which had been voted at public meeting in 

the Town hail, on the marriage of the late lamented Princess Charlotte. Sir 

William was a true friend to the interests of the town, and all occasions proved 

himself be a steady and zealous supporter loyal and constitutional principles. His 

death occasions a vacancy in the Council. 

 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - Tuesday 07 

January 1840 

DEATH OF GEORGE IRLAM, ESQ.—It is our painful task to announce the death of 

Mr. Irlam, of the long-established firm (in the West India trade) of Barton, Irlam 

and Higginson, of this town and Barbadoes. The event took place, as we learn, at 

an early hour on Sunday morning, after a very short illness, an attack of gout 

having reached the stomach. Mr. Irlam was highly respected, both as a merchant 

and a private gentleman ; and being a member of the Dock Committee, the 

vessels in the port, in respect to his memory, yesterday hoisted their colours 

half-mast high. The deceased, who was in the prime of life, had the misfortune to 

lose his lady only a few weeks ago.  

 

Liverpool Mail - Saturday 01 January 1848 

IN RE BARTON, IRLAM, AND HIGGINSON. The adjourned hearing for the second 

examination of these bankrupts took place on Wednesday, before Mr. Sergeant 

Ludlow, at the District Court of Bankruptcy. Mr. Myers, solicitor, of the firm of 

Messrs. Lace, Myers Rigge, and Roscoe, appeared to prove a debt of a bill of 

£3OO, on the part of Messrs. Nelson and Adam. The bill, which was drawn upon 

Sir Henry Fitzherbert by the firm of Higginson, Dean and Stott, became due on 

the 9th of Dec. last, when it was dishonoured by them ; but Nelson and Adam, it 

appeared, had paid the bill in favour of Sir Henry Fitzherbert, and hence they 

sought to prove the debt against the assets of the bankrupts. Mr. Lowndes, 

solicitor to the fiat, objected to Mr. Myers being allowed to prove the debt, but 
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The Commissioner was of opinion that the better course would be to allow Mr. 

Myers to make a claim for the amount on the estate, and allow him to prove the 

debt subsequently, if he could. Mr. Myers then made a similar application on the 

part of Nelson and Adam for a bill of £1OOO, drawn on Higginson, Dean, and 

Stott, Sir Samuel Gibb, and which having become due the 14th Dec. last, was 

then dishonoured by the bankrupts. It appeared from the statement of Mr. 

Myers, that Sir Samuel Gibb sold to the firm of Higginson, Dean, and Stott, an 

estate in the West Indies, subject to judgment of £14,000 owing to Nelson and 

Adam, of London, and that Mr. Jonathan Higginson was to pay off this judgment, 

as part of the purchase-money ; and that the present was one of those bills 

which had been given in account. After a short discussion, a right to claim was 

allowed. The Court then proceeded with 

THE EXAMINATION OF MR. DEAN, who, having been sworn, was examined as 

follows by Mr. Lowndes;— You resided for the most part in Barbadoes ? Yes. The 

firm in Barbadees is Higginson, Dean, and Stott? Yes. The members of that firm 

are, I believe, the same as the Liverpool house, known as Barton, Irlam, and 

Higginson Yes, at present they are so. Were the books of the West India firm 

kept under your direction ? Yes. How often were they balanced ? At the end of 

every year ; that is, at the 1st of December on each year. Was your firm in the 

habit of advancing largely on the crops and produce of Barbadoes, by drafts or 

indorsements ? Yes, by drafts on the Liverpool house. Were there separate books 

of accounts kept as to those drafts, or did they merge into the general accounts 

of the firm They merged into the general accounts ; I mean into the general 

accounts of the house England. Were you in the habit of sending to England 

abstracts of your accounts The bills that were drawn did not go into the West 

India books, but I kept a memorandum of them, and they were entered in the 

books of the West India house. Were you in the habit of sending abstracts of the 

West India books to the house in England? Yes; we sent the balance sheet 

annually to January 1846 the reason why we did not then send it as usual was, 

because, unfortunately, some of our books were stolen, but I expect, by this 

time, that the balance sheet will be made from those that were then left. In your 

accounts you speak of 300 shares which you held in the Barbadoes Railway, how 

much have you paid on them ? One pound a share. How much have you paid on 

your shares in the West India Royal Mail Steam-packet Company ? I do not 

recollect, but the amount appears in the English books. Have you any shares in 

any European railway ? No, Nor any interest in any ? No. ... . . Mr. Lowndes. —l 

have now done with the examination of Mr. Dean, and I may say that the 

assignees are bound to state that they have found everything with him and his 

accounts most satisfactory to them. He has given every information that he could 

with the greatest courtesy and alacrity; and this we feel bound to state in the 
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most public manner. But the question now comes, seeing that Mr. Dean has filed 

a balance-sheet of his own, what is to be done with him ?  

The Commissioner.—l am very happy to hear the testimony which the solicitor to 

the fiat has borne to the correctness of Mr. Dean’s accounts, and also to the very 

free and open manner in which he has met them in all things but still think that 

there will be some difficulty in the way of passing his balance sheet, seeing that 

it was filed as a sheet of his own, and not one in connection with the firm of 

which he is a member, and which is the subject of the present should be glad to 

take any course calculated to relieve Mr. Dean as soon as possible, but am afraid 

that I have not the power to pass his examination under the circumstances.  

Mr. Deane, solicitor, suggested that, as Mr. Dean’s home was in the West Indies, 

it might be possible to allow him to pass now, subject to making out a new 

balance sheet. The Commissioner —But I have no discretionary power in the 

matter ; it is required of me, by the act of parliament, that I must have a whole 

balance sheet before me previous to passing the examination of any bankrupt. 

Mr. Deane. —But would there be any objection to his going to Barbadoes before 

passing his examination ? The Commissioner.—Oh, no; and I will do all in my 

power to give him the full benefit and protection of this Court whilst the case is 

pending. We can adjourn his final examination so to allow him such reasonable 

time as he may require for going there and back again—and if such an 

adjournment can be agreed upon, I shall be most happy to sanction it at once. 

However, I should like to know what the wishes of the creditors are. After a short 

conference, Mr. Lowndes stated that by adjourning to the month of March or 

thereabouts, they would enable Mr. Higginson to make out his balance sheet in 

full ; but as for Mr. Dean he could not comeback before June or July; and, 

therefore, what he suggested was that when Mr. Higginson could file a full 

balance sheet, of the whole firm, it might be well to allow the bankrupts to pass 

even in the absence of Mr. Dean, the want of a balance sheet being the only 

objection his passing now. The Commissioner.—Would not the best way be to 

adjourn Mr. Dean’s examination to such time as he could come to England ?—it 

being understood that there is not the slightest imputation or reflection to be 

made against him for not having filed a full balance sheet. I have no doubt that 

all the books will be delivered up; and I have no doubt that the debts will be 

made up as well before as after the filing of this sheet; but as the act of 

parliament requires that I should see it before passing his examination, I shall be 

very happy to give it to you. It was then arranged that the further examination of 

Mr. Dean should be postponed till the 19th of July, 1848 ; and that the next 

examination of Mr. Higginson should take place on the 11th of January next, at 

twelve o’clock. 
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Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - Tuesday 04 

January 1848 

The most important intelligence is from Barbadoes relative to the West India 

Bank. The outward mail had apprised them of the stoppage of the firm of Barton, 

Irlam, and Higginson, of Liverpool, with whose affairs the bank was so deeply 

involved that they immediately suspended payments. The bank had previously 

suspended payments in specie for nearly a fortnight, but had continued to 

transact business as usual otherwise. The great difficulty which the West India 

colonies will have to encounter from the home failures is the want of a sufficient 

amount of specie to pay the labourers, and also , for the cargoes of lumber and 

provisions brought in by the Americans, as the latter were declining to take bills 

upon England in the usual form. As respected Barbadoes, however, a very good 

feeling prevailed amongst the labourers up to the period of the departure of the 

mail ; for on many of the properties, on being apprised of the circumstances, 

they had voluntarily offered to work for reduced wages, and for a time taken 

them out in provisions. 

Globe - Monday 31 January 1848 

The following ships belonging to Messrs.) Barton, Irlam, and Higginson, were sold 

at Liverpool Wednesday, and realised the following prices The Linton, 558 tons, 

£3,800.; the Irlam, 279 tons, £2,005.; the Higginson, 475 tons, £1,895. ; the 

Alice, 302 tons, £1.790.; the Carena, 292 tons, £1,785.; the Mischief, 196 tons, 

£855 Two other vessels, the Charlotte, 635 tons, and the Vigilant, of 308 tons, 

were also put up, but not sold, in consequence of the want of suitable bidding. 

The prices realised were very much under the actual value of the vessels. 

 

Express (London) - Friday 07 April 1848 

ASSIZE INTELLIGENCE. NORTHERN CIRCUIT.—Liverpool, APRIL 6 BARTON, 

IRLAM, AND HIGGINSON'S BANKRUPTCY, VANCASTEEL AND ANOTHER V. 

BOOKER AND OTHERS. This was an action arising out of the celebrated 

bankruptcy of Messrs. Barton, Irlam, and Higginson of this town. The plaintiffs in 

the case are Messrs. Vancasteel and Co., merchants, of Rotterdam, and the 

defendants are the assignees under the fiat of bankrupt of Messrs. Higginson and 

assignees ; and the action was brought to recover, under a bill of lading for 

coffee, upon a cargo for 5,500 and odd pounds, consigned by the plaintiffs to  

Mr. Lyon, a merchant of this town. In the month of December last the plaintiffs 

received from Messrs. A. W. Lyon and Co. the bill of lading of the ship Vigilant, 

which had been handed ever to them by Barton, Irlam, and Higginson, the 

owners of the ship and cargo, in consideration of certain bills of exchange given 
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by Messrs. Lyons to Messrs. Higginson. The cargo consisted of 5,090 bags of 

coffee from Rio to Cork, but, owing to stress of weather, the vessel was brought 

into the port of Liverpool. Upon the bill of lading the plaintiffs, at Messrs. Lyons' 

request, had forwarded drafts, which, with insurance upon the cargo, made a 

total advance of nearly £6,000. Before the arrival of the Vigilant at Liverpool, on 

the 30th of November, Messrs. Barton, Irlam, and Higginson became bankrupts, 

and on the 1st of Dec. the ship and cargo were seized in Liverpool by the 

assignees of the bankrupts, and defendants in the present action. It was 

arranged between the counsel on either side that in the event of a verdict for the 

plaintiffs the amount should be but for the £5,500. odd. — Mr. Martin addressed 

the court for the defendants, and after going through the transactions of Messrs. 

Higginson and Co. with the Royal Bank, to which establishment at the time of 

their bankruptcy they were owing £463,000., denounced the transaction relative 

to the bill of lading as giving a fraudulent preference to Messrs. Lyon, Messrs. 

Higginson and Co. knowing of their insolvent state at the time. Witnesses for the 

defence, to establish a fraudulent preference on the part of Messrs. Barton, 

Irlam, and Higginson, were being examined when our report left Liverpool, and 

the case, which had then been under trial for seven hours, was likely to continue 

for a considerable time. 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser May 2 1848 

TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 2, 1848. gave, on their first proposal, very decided 

expression to our opinion of the inadequate nature of the measures of 

Government to meet our West Indian difficulties complained of by our West 

Indian fellow-subjects. A peddling encouragement to immigration is too late now. 

We have let the time go past when even the most liberal measure of the kind 

would have been practically of use. We have beggared the planters of our 

Colonies. We have mocked them with delusive hopes until, they were even willing 

to place confidence in our professions of a wish to aid them, they have no longer 

the power to wait for the realization of our professions—as will be seen from an 

article on the subject elsewhere. A supply of free labour might have done 

wonders some few years ago. It would have enabled the British planter to protect 

himself against the competition, into which we have forced him, with the slave 

trader and the Owner of slave labour. But to ask him now to enter upon such a 

struggle is wantonly insulting. It is to ask him to start in a race, in which his 

chances of success must inevitably be lost before he gets within sight of the 

winning Post. It is not with surprise, therefore, that we find such accounts 

coming by the last mail from our West Indian Colonies as the following from 

Trimdad Your letters of the 16th of February brought most welcome and 

unexpected news of your sugar market, the miserably inefficient measures of 

relief proposed by her Majesty's Ministers are considered here as tantamount to 
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absolute refusal of assistance. Sugars have been selling from $2.50 to $2.70, but 

now there are neither buyers nor money. Many estates are to be abandoned, 

even some that belong to merchants at home. It is no use in taking off the crop, 

since it will not pay the expense of making. The labourers, generally speaking, 

are behaving in the most kind and considerate manner to the planters, but 

without Government relief our ruin is sealed. The following, from Jamaica : " 

Since the arrival of the packet with the accounts of the determination of Ministers 

not to grant any relief (for promised aid in promoting immigration, and by this 

means granting us a gradual supply of labour, is an actual mockery) a sad gloom 

is cast over everything here, and the planters are in utter despair. With few 

exceptions every estate in the island will be thrown up and abandoned.” In 

Demerara the same view is taken of the inefficient policy of the Home 

Government. Our advices by the last packet say " It is almost needless to say 

that great distress exists in the colony, and that little or nothing is doing in the 

way of mercantile business any more than agricultural ; the best proof of the 

inefficacy of the measures proposed by the Home Government on the 3d ult., is 

that the arrival of the packet which brought news of their having been submitted 

to the House of Commons has failed to impart the slightest additional spirit to 

trade of any kind." Such is the opinion of practical men in our West Indian 

Colonies. And what is the opinion of capitalists in our own country ? Why it is 

shown by the fact that during the past week, in the Bankruptcy Court of our own 

town, two of the Barbadoes Estates of Messrs. Barton, Irlam and Higginson were 

handed over to the mortgagee for only five hundred pounds over the amount 

which he lent upon it as upon a first-class security. We may even go further for, 

although this be the conclusion of any party, in reading on report of the 

proceedings of our Bankruptcy court, the facts were more disastrous still, and 

more clearly traceable to our recent legislation. The two estates referred to are 

those of Springhead and Tates, in Barbadoes, which were purchased by Messrs. 

Barton, Irlam, and Higginson, recently as in 1846, subject to certain annuities or 

other incumbrance, for £32,000. Fourteen thousand pounds was the sum 

originally borrowed upon them, as upon a first-class security, of which £7,500 

was repaid by the bankrupts, leaving £6,500 as the mortgage. Adding the £5OO 

paid, therefore, the amount for which the estates have been handed over to the 

mortgagee, is £7000 taken, subject to the same incumbrances with which they 

were bought in 1846, by Messrs. Barton, and Co., for £32,000? thus showing a 

loss on Purchase, within two years, and since the admission of foreign slave 

sugar, of £25,000, independent of what may have been sunk in working the 

estate. 

 We have ruined, then, these once splendid colonies it is of no use to blink the 

truth as to their utter ruin —to gratify in the first instance an affective 

abhorrence of slavery, and to try, at the cost of the British planter, an 
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experiment, he had not virtue enough to persevere in for a moment after its 

result began to press pecuniarily upon ourselves. We set about the creation of a 

colonial Utopia, which was to be an example and proof to the world of the 

superior economy of free slave labour ; but we closed that Utopia against the 

whole African race, whom we handed over to the chains and the lash of the 

foreign Planter. We surrounded the British planter with restrictions, harassed him 

with unworthy suspicion ,beat back the tide of immigration which was setting in 

from the African Continent, and which would long ere this have filled our West 

Indian colonies with a free, a happy, and an industrious population ; and when, 

as the natural result of so a policy, we found their productiveness checked, and 

were made to pay dearer for tropical luxuries, our boasted virtue gave way, our 

horror of slavery and slave products vanished, and we put climax to our folly and 

injustice by opening up our markets to the foreign slave trader and cultivator, 

and thus riveted for another century the shackles upon the limbs of millions of 

our coloured brethren.  

In proof  that such , has been so result, we ask of the pseudo philanthropist, who 

incoherently babbled of imaginary negro sufferings in British Colonies, and 

boasted of the civilization to be established there, to compare the condition of 

those colonies with that of foreigner whom we have aggrandized by our mad 

Policy. The following is an extract from latest advices from Havannah : The 

production of sugar continues to increase, and the crop of 1846-7 has been the 

largest ever gathered. Many new estates which are coming into cultivation, there 

is much rich alluvial soil on the very coast not yet broken up, many negroes have 

been turned over from coffee to sugar plantation, and the present prices, which 

seem likely to be less maintained, are still sufficiently high to encourage the 

production. The only check it could receive could one  occasioned by plantation 

labour not being attained on moderate terms as formerly ; but this the planters 

seek to remedy by the adoption of the most perfect classes of machinery some of 

which have given the most brilliant results. It is not surprising that with the 

enormous production coupled with the extraordinary high prices which rules last 

year, several of the estates have yielded net 20 to 25 per cent their actual value, 

and some have certainly produced more. Thus the slave cultivation prospers; and 

the only check we are told it can receive, arises from our efforts to prevent an 

increased supply of slaves to be worked up to into coffee and sugar. We have 

given an increased bonus to man stealing and although our cruisers may render 

this trade more difficult and hazardous, the sure result will be to impel the 

foreign planter to double the tasks of the wretched labourers whom he holds 

already in his toils. "The most perfect classes of machinery" which we have 

encouraged him to adopt will be found in nine cases out of ten to consist of a 

whip or a goad of increased severity. 
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 04 May 1848 

IMPORTANT SALE OF VESSELS - On Tuesday, pursuant order of the Court of 

Bankruptcy, four vessels belonging , the estate of Messrs. Barton, Irlam, and 

Higginson, were put up for sale by auction, at the office Messrs, T. and H. 

Littledale and There were many ship owners present. The barque Alecto was first 

put up. She was knocked down to Mr Prowse for £1850. The brig Favourite was 

next put at £2000, and rapidly advanced to £3700 at which sum she was 

knocked down to Mr. Mondell. The Lancaster was sold for £4300, - the purchaser 

being Mr. Bagebott, of Bristol. The Charlotte was also offered for sale; but as the 

reserved price was £3600 and the highest bidder would not advance, she was 

withdrawn. After the sale of Messrs. Barton, Irlam and Higginson's vessels, Mr. 

Rayner put up two other vessels; one barque Collector, and the ship Mary. For 

the former there was bid whatever, but for the latter several offers were made. 

The sum of £5300 was bid for her, but the reserved price being fixed at £6000, 

she was withdrawn. 

Sun (London) - Friday 05 May 1848 

CHANCERY.-(THIS DAY.) The Lord Chancellor, after disposing of the unopposed 

lunatic petitions in his paper to-day, proceeded to hear the further arguments in 

the part-heard appeal motion of HIGGINSON v. SHAND. This case came before 

his Lordship upon an appeal, notice from the decision of the Vice-Chancellor of 

England refusing to dissolve an injunction that had been obtained ex-parte by the 

plaintiff restraining the defendants, the Royal Bank of Liverpool, from proceeding 

against him to recover the sum of nearly £100,000. The following are the short 

facts of the case out of which the appeal arises :—The firm of Barton, Irlam, and 

Higginson, of Liverpool, in the course of their dealings with the Royal Bank of 

Liverpool, had become indebted to a considerable amount, and on the 21st of 

October, 1845, gave two promissory notes for £30,000. each, at six and nine 

months after date respectively. Contemporaneously with these notes the firm 

assigned to the plaintiff, who is the brother of one of the partners, thirteen ships 

in trust to secure the due payment of the notes. On the 13th of March, prior to 

the notes becoming due, the plaintiff, as surety, gave to the bank a promissory 

note for £60,000., by way of security for the two notes given by the firm. He also 

wrote a letter, in which he guaranteed the payment of the notes at their 

maturity. When the notes fell due they were not paid; but the bank, at the 

instance of the firm, renewed the notes, and altered the guarantee the plaintiff 

so as to extend to a renewal of the notes. The second part of the transaction was 

as follows:—The firm undertook to pay into the bank £70,000., by two 

instalments, and the bank, on the plaintiff guaranteeing to secure payment of 

whatever balance should be due at the end of August, 1847, agreed to answer 

the cheque of the firm. The first instalment of £35,000. was paid into the bank by 
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the firm, but before the second was due the bank refused to answer a cheque for 

£11,000., drawn by the firm. The bank then demanded payment from the 

plaintiff, as surety for the firm of the note for £60,000., and also of the balance 

due at the expiration of the month of August, amounting to £53,000., and, on 

payment not being made, threatened legal proceedings, upon which the plaintiff 

applied for, and obtained an injunction restraining such threatened proceedings, 

which the Vice-Chancellor of England upon motion for that purpose refused to 

dissolve, and from that judgment the Royal Bank of Liverpool appealed to this 

branch of the Court. 

 Mr. Rolt and Mr. Prior having been heard on behalf of the  appellants, the Royal 

Bank of Liverpool. Mr. Bethall, on behalf of the respondent, suggested that any 

order the Court might make upon the appeal which be of no avail, in as much as 

the time within which the appellants, could sue out of a fiat of bankruptcy (two 

months) had run out, and the only course therefore left for the party was to file a  

supplemental bill. The Lord CHANCELLOR allowed this course to be adopted, 

giving leave to the plaintiff to file a supplemental bill if it was necessary. 

Liverpool Mail - Saturday 26 August 1848 

THE AFFAIRS OF BARTON, IRLAM, AND HIGOINSON Turner and Others v. Deane 

and Others. —Mr. Martin and Mr. Crompton appeared for the plaintiffs, who were 

Charles Turner, Francis Shand, and other shareholders connected with the Royal 

Bank, and Mr. Baines and Mr. Henderson were counsel for the defendants, 

Edward Guy Deane and Son, solicitors. Mr. Martin stated the case. The plaintiffs 

were the assignees of the firm of Barton, Irlam and Higginson, who became 

bankrupts last year, and who had at the time an enormous account with the 

Royal Bank. The defendants, Messrs. Deane and Son, were most respectable 

attorneys in Liverpool; and the question in the case was this—whether the 

defendants had what is called a lien upon some title-deeds, belonging to Mr. 

Jonathan Higginson, in respect of a debt due to them from Barton and Co. It was 

the first a series of questions of law which the court would have to decide. 

Barton, Irlam, and Higginson were a very' old firm, and the partners were Mr. 

Jonathan Higginson and Mr. Richard Deane. The Messrs. Deane, the defendants, 

being relatives of Mr. Richard Deane, the partner of the firm of Barton and Co., 

were very naturally appointed attorneys for the firm. They managed the business 

of the firm, and after the fiat had been issued they delivered in their bill of costs. 

Mr. Higginson was a gentleman who dealt considerably on his own account, and 

in the year 1810 he bought the next presentation to a rectory in Yorkshire. The 

title deeds of the presentation were executed to him (Mr. Jonathan Higginson), 

and the Messrs. Deane, having acted as attorneys in the matter, were in 

possession of the conveyance of the next presentation. The Messrs. Deane 

carried on a regular system of business by making out two bills of costs—one for 
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Jonathan Higginson, and the other for Barton, Irlam, and Higginson. The bill for 

Barton, Irlam, and Higginson was for business done for the firm; the bill for 

Jonathan Higginson was for that gentleman’s private affairs ; and here the jury 

should be informed that Mr. Higginson had long enjoyed the reputation of being 

one of the most wealthy and influential gentlemen in Liverpool. The bankruptcy 

took place on the 13th of November, and it was not for some time afterwards 

ascertained that Mr. Higginson had become the grantee of the next presentation, 

but upon that important fact becoming known, it was necessary that some steps 

should be taken, because one of the bankruptcy laws was, that assignees should 

not have the right of the presentation to livings. The right of appointment to 

livings went in certain cases of death to the bishop, and having learned this, 

Messrs. Lowndes, Robinson, and Bateson, the attorneys for the assignees, wrote 

to Deane and Son, the 12th of May, requesting that the title deeds to the right of 

presentation might delivered up. A message was sent back to the effect that the 

bill of costs against Jonathan Higginson had been delivered to Mr. Turner, the 

official assignee, and that the Messrs. Deane wanted payment of that bill, which 

amounted £16O. Mr. Lowndes wrote back to say that the Messrs. Deane could 

have no lien upon the deeds in question, but the Messrs. Deane contended, in 

reply, that their right of lien existed, and they proposed to refer the matter in 

dispute to Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, one of the Commissioners of the Liverpool 

District Court of Bankruptcy. The real question in the case was, whether an 

attorney’s lien for bill of costs, as against a firm, extended to the title-deeds of 

one of the partners. The defendants alleged that Jonathan Higginson is solely 

liable to them; but he (Mr. Martin) could not understand how there could be any 

agreement between him and the Messrs. Deane whereby he alone was to be 

liable for the present bill of costs, and that his other partner was not to be liable 

at all. Then Mr. Lowndes wrote to say that the assignees would pay the under 

protest; payment was accepted; and now the jury were to try whether this 

money ought not to be refunded. There were two-species of liens. The man who 

worked at an article was entitled hold that article until the price of that article 

was paid. If they gave cloth to a tailor to make a coat, the tailor had a right to 

retain the coat in his possession until the price of making it was paid ; and tailor 

had also a right to retain a coat for the price of making the said coat, and for the 

price of making a waistcoat and breeches. An attorney had what was called a 

general lien. If he prepared two deeds, he had a right to say I will hold the 

second deed until you pay me my costs for the first but the question here was, 

whether the professional business done the directions of Mr. Higginson was not 

done on account of the firm. After the production of the proceedings in 

bankruptcy, the case for the plaintiff was closed. Mr. Baines, in addressing the 

Jury for the defence, said that the highly-respectable gentlemen whom he had 

the honour to represent wished nothing to be concealed, and that they had 

thrown unnecessary difficulty in the way of allowing the case to go to trial. They 
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offered to refer it for adjudication to Mr. Sergeant Ludlow ; but that proposition 

having been declined, the question now was, whether the plaintiffs were entitled 

to recover from the defendants the sum of £160, which they had paid with 

respect to the bill of costs. Mr. Higginson was the only partner who resided in 

England, and he gave all the orders to the defendants. He purchased the right of 

presentation on his own account; and the title-deeds of the conveyance having 

been in the hands of the defendants, the latter were fully entitled to hold the 

deeds as security for their costs, work having been executed on the credit Mr. 

Higginson. His Lordship, in briefly summing up the case to the jury, said that this 

was question which must be decided, by a higher tribunal, but it appeared to him 

that the plaintiffs were entitled to the deeds, they having paid the £16O under 

protest, and the lien being co-extensive with the contract. But, in fact, his 

opinion was of no consequence; it was subject to review, and the case would now 

be taken to the court above. A verdict was returned for the plaintiffs, with liberty 

to the defendants to move a nonsuit if the court should be of opinion that the 

defendants had a lien upon the deeds. 

 

Liverpool Mail - Saturday 14 October 1848  

DISTRICT COURT OF BANKRUPTCY. (Before Mr. Sergeant Ludlow.) Re Barton 

Irlam Higginson.—At the sitting of the Court yesterday, a dividend of 2s. 3d. in 

the pound was declared upon the joint estate of Messrs. Higginson and Deane, -

the gross amount of debts proved being £617,131. 17s.6d. 

                                 

Fig. 3                              Sir John Tobin 
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                                    Sir John Tobin  (1762-1851) 

 

Chairman of the Liverpool and Leeds railway in 1831 when it was purchasing the 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury canal company and arranging to build a railway line 

for passengers and light goods along the route of the canal. 

Slave-trader, palm oil merchant and Mayor of Liverpool 1819-1820, son of 

Patrick Tobin of the Isle of Man. 

Sir John Tobin 'merchant', born Isle of Man, by the 1790s was a master, 

operating in the slave trade between Africa and the Caribbean', and operated as 

a privateer in the early years of the war with France. He had earlier been on a 

vessel captured by a French privateer but had been released because his father 

knew the captain. Married 1798 to Sarah Aspinall (1770-1853), daughter of 

James Aspinall (1729-1787), a prominent Liverpool slave-trader. 'This marriage 

may have brought him capital'. Pioneer of legitimate palm oil trade. Knighted 

1820. Built Liscard Hall in 1832, it became derelict, burnt down in 2008 and was 

demolished. 

He appears as Captain in 6 slaving voyages 1793-1803 and as owner in 10 

slaving voyages 1794-1804, with William Aspinall in 7, with John Bridge Aspinall 

and James Aspinall and others (including Peter Whitfield Brancker in one) in 2, 

and with John Gladstone and others in one, in 1803, in which Tobin also appears 

as Captain. He is recorded in the Thomas as captain and having arrived at 

Trinidad from Africa, sailing about January 7th from Bonny, in the Lancaster 

Gazette of April 23 1803. 

 

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 04 June 1803 

Thomas, T Tobin, from Africa, Trinidad, with 60 hhds 156 tces 6 bls sugar 174 

pieces fustic, Ingram, Rigby and Butler, 2 bls indigo, 1 keg tortoise shell Rodie 

and Shand, 2 bls sugar 3 hhds Madeira wine 3 punchs palm oil, 4 teeth ivory J & 

J Aspinall, 5 bls sugar J M’Viocar, 6 tees 11 bales cotton 9 casks coffee 984 hides 

order.  

 

The abolition of the slave trade caused consternation both in Liverpool and Africa. 

Merchants who had grown wealthy in the hey-day of the trade were now faced 

with ruin, and on the Coast, trading chiefs were left with barracoons crowded 

with slaves, but their anchorages deserted. Yet this confusion and uncertainty 
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served to cement a friendship and trading alliance between an up-and-coming 

Liverpool merchant and a rising African chief that was to carry them both to 

positions of eminence in their respective communities. They were John Tobin of 

Liverpool and Duke Ephraim of Old Calabar. John Tobin, eldest son of a merchant 

in the Isle of Man, went to sea out of Liverpool as a boy and, by 1793, when he 

was thirty, was master of the privateer Gipsy. That year he captured three 

French ships: La Hirondelle, carrying 122 slaves, La Cintre with 211 slaves, and 

La Pourvoyance laden with a cargo of slaves and 500lb. of ivory. 

A.J.H. Latham | Published in History Today Volume 24 Issue 12 December 1974 

Sir John Tobin did not confine himself to trading with Africa he also sent ships to 

India after the end of the East India company monopoly. He also entered a 

partnership with Peter Whitfield Brancker as absentee owners of the Cold Spring 

plantation, St Mary, Jamaica. They were awarded on 28th Sep 1835 for the 

manumission of 47 slaves the sum of £875 1s 3d. They also owned a plantation 

in Kingston for which they were awarded on 28th Mar 1836 for the manumission 

of 6 slaves the sum of £158 8s 11d. 

'Jamaica Kingston 2290', Legacies of British Slave-ownership database, 

http://wwwdepts-live.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/claim/view/20068 [accessed 5th February 

2021]. 

 

 

 

Illustrated London News - Saturday 22 March 1851 

SIR JOHN TOBIN. Sir John Tobin, who was regarded as the patriarch of the 

merchant princes of Liverpool, was the son of Patrick Tobin, Esq., merchant, of 

the Isle of Man. He was born in 1763, and, throughout his long and honourable 

career, he was one of the most enterprising of the merchants of Liverpool. He 

began the African trade, and his undertakings stretched to both the East and 

West Indies. He it was who built and equipped the first of the large steam-ships 

that crossed the Atlantic from Liverpool. The magnificent warehouses, and the 

mighty commerce of that town, owe not little to the encouragement and energy 

of Sir John Tobin. He and his family, it is said, became possessors of more real 

property Liverpool than any other single local party there. This great merchant 

filled the office of Mayor of Liverpool in 1819-2O, and he received the honour of 

knighthood on the accession of George IV. married, in 1798, Miss Aspinall, the 

daughter of James Aspinall, Esq., of Liverpool, by whom leaves an only son, the 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

50 
 

Rev. John Tobin, Incumbent of Egremont. Sir John Tobin died on the 27th ult., 

having attained the age of eighty-eight.  

LIVERPOOL AND AFRICA IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: THE CONTINUING 

CONNECTION - Martin Lynn 

The methods of, coasting going from port to port is an immensely time-

consuming, even inefficient, way of trading, while the factory trade of the Gold 

Coast was in decline in these years due to political unrest in the interior; 

moreover both these regions of the coast were areas of low quantity and poor-

quality oil. Liverpool traders thus soon eschewed coasting and the factory trade 

and instead, by the 1820s, focused on a third technique which had been used in 

the slave-trade era, that of the 'river' trade. This was the technique that had 

been used by Liverpool slavers in the centre of slaving on the coast in the late 

eighteenth century, namely the Niger delta. The reason for this was that the 

major region for the production of palm oil in West Africa in the early nineteenth 

century lay in the interior of the Niger delta. In contrast to the Gold Coast or 

Sierra Leone this was a major source of high-quality oil. Here Igbo and Ibibio 

producers rapidly developed production of palm oil in the early nineteenth 

century. What is remarkable is how by the 1820s this new trade was flourishing 

in the delta on the same techniques and practices as the slave trade. As had 

been the case with the 'production' of slaves, the resulting oil was traded along 

the rivers of the interior to the ports of the coast where Liverpool traders 

remained at anchor in their ships, just as they had done before 1807 while 

waiting for slaves. At the heart of this trading system was credit, or 'trust' as it 

was called, with traders giving out large quantities of goods to local brokers who 

would travel inland over several weeks to purchase oil while the trader waited on 

the coast. 

By the 1820s other large-scale Liverpool firms had joined them; Wilson & 

Dawson, W. A. & G. Maxwell, J. J. Hamilton, H. Laffer and G. Quayle were among 

the more important examples of this type of Liverpool African trader. Overall, by 

the 1830s around a dozen large-scale Liverpool African houses had emerged, 

surrounded by a similar number of smaller-scale, more transient general 

merchants. 

In truth, the African market was not one market but several, and it required 

intimate knowledge of the different ports, of the goods in demand in them and 

the different techniques required to trade, for merchants to succeed on the coast. 

Thus the former slavers of Liverpool had an immense advantage after 1807 over 

their rivals from Bristol or London. For contemporaries a more basic reason for 

the success of Liverpool merchants lay in the alleged willingness of these 'palm 

oil ruffians', as they were termed, to resort to strong-arm methods to obtain 
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trade. 'There is no infamy or enormity that some of those Liverpool commanders 

of ships will stop at', complained one observer in 1832.  

The palm oil trade that came to fill the vacuum left in Liverpool's economy by the 

abolition of the slave trade can thus be seen as being rooted deeply in the 

commercial structures and practices of the slaving era. Yet change was to come. 

Just at the moment when Liverpool's African trade was at its peak in the 1850s, 

developments occurred that in the long term were to alter the commerce 

dramatically. This came in 1852, with the start of a steam shipping service from 

Liverpool to West Africa by Macgregor Laird, of the Birkenhead shipbuilding 

family. The use of steam had a significant impact on Liverpool's trade with Africa. 

The steamers had several advantages over the older system of traders running 

their own shipping. For one thing they were faster and more regular in their 

voyages. Traders could thus turn round their capital more quickly and reduce 

inventory costs. For another, the steamships increased carrying capacity in the 

African trade. Unit costs fell and the cost of freight similarly was reduced. 

Moreover steam meant that new ports in West Africa could be called at, and thus 

new areas of the African coast, where hitherto access had been restricted 

because of the pattern of winds, were opened up to Liverpool traders. Traders 

could now operate all along the coast and spread their risk. These factors 

significantly reduced costs and over time drove Liverpool's African merchants to 

ship with the steamer services; in this the African trade came into line with the 

broader pattern in Liverpool's commerce, of specialization of function between 

shipping and trading. This had a number of consequences for Liverpool's African 

trade. In essence the steamers ended the slave-trading structure that had 

survived 1807. New techniques of trade had to evolve on the African coast, as 

Liverpool traders using the steamer services developed land factories where 

shore agents could reside, in place of the sailing ship's waiting in a river, on 

which they had previously relied. Concurrently, commission houses emerged in 

Liverpool, and even more so Manchester, to provide goods and credit and to 

arrange the sale, on commission, of African produce. This meant that the trade 

opened up to newcomers (sometimes Africans themselves) who did not need a 

head office in Liverpool and who were no longer kept out by the capital costs of 

entry represented by the need to charter or purchase a sailing ship; anyone 

could now freight goods to West Africa. The number of Liverpool traders involved 

in the palm oil trade thus rose from twelve in 1850 to 135 in 1870. 

A variety of manufactured products were in demand in West Africa in these 

years: metalware, tobacco, firearms, gunpowder and alcohol were among the 

major items required by West African consumers. 

If Liverpool's hinterland provided key products that were needed in West Africa in 

these years, it also was peculiarly well placed to provide a market for West 
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Africa's exports. A variety of items, in addition to palm oil, were exported from 

West Africa and found a ready market in Liverpool's industrial hinterland: ivory, 

dyewoods, gold dust, beeswax, gums and timber. However, the most valuable 

item was palm oil. Before the discovery of mineral oil in the U.S.A. in 1859, palm 

oil was an important industrial and railway lubricant, competing in the market 

against animal tallow; the sharp rise in palm oil imports into Liverpool in these 

years must be seen as a reflection of the growing industrialization of the British 

economy. Palm oil was also used in wool combing, and as a flux in the 

manufacture of tinplate, being used to prevent oxidization during coating. 

Tinplate production in Britain quadrupled between 1805 and 1837 and then 

doubled between 1837 and 1850 before doubling every decade to 1880; British 

output of tinplate increased 150-fold between 1800 and 1891. Britain's major 

tinplate industries lay in south Wales hence Bristol's trade in palm oil and in 

Staffordshire, for which Liverpool acted as the most convenient entrepot; once 

again the improvement of transport links from Liverpool to the Midlands was vital 

in this. However, palm oil's main use in Liverpool's hinterland was its role as a fat 

in soap and candle manufacture. In this it was particularly well fitted for the 

industrial development of this region in this period.(Edited) 

One of the other problems encountered was sickness and death of crews 

remaining in Africa while the Palm oil was collected and delivered. The companies 

solved this by using cheaper local crews to remain on the vessel and only used 

British crews to sail to and from Africa.  

The Insurance costs at this period were usually about 5% of the cargo. 

 

 

           Brockbank and Nephew shipbuilders Lancaster 

The Green Ayre, or Green Area as it is sometimes known, was a shipyard 

operated by the Brockbank family. The business was established by George 

Brockbank, who became a Freeman of Lancaster in 1738-9. He died in 1763 and 

the business passed to his son and the latter's nephew. 

The Brockbank family home was in Cable Street, close to the ship yard. 

The site of the yard is near where the present day Greyhound Bridge crosses the 

river, by Sainsburys. 

Ships were built in Lancaster from the first period of the 18th century. William 

Stout of Lancaster notes in his autobiography that he had seen ships built on the 
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Green Ayre in 1720. Although documents from this time are scarce, ships 

including the brigantine Swallow, the snows Phoenix, Barlborough, and William 

and the brigs Unity and Bella and Betty were recorded in Liverpool newspapers of 

the mid 18th Century. The first five may have been built by George Brockbank, 

although there were other shipbuilders operating at the time in Lancaster. 

The average tonnage of Brockbanks-built ships was 200 tons. Some, were 

considerably larger, such as the Minerva of 551 tons. All ships built before 1800 

were under 400 tons. 

Most of the buyers of the vessels were merchants based in Lancaster, trading 

with the West Indies. They included the firm of Thomas Burrow, Messrs. Edward 

Salisbury & Co., Edward Suart, Alexander Worswick & Co., Worswick & Allman, 

Messrs. George Danson & John Walmsley, Danson & Cuvelye, James Morre & Co 

and Messrs Tyson, Cock & Marr. 

Most vessels were built to specifications agreed between the builders and buyers, 

but a few were built speculatively. The next largest group of people buying 

Lancaster built ships were the merchants of Liverpool, then firms from Greenock 

and London.Vessels were built for the West Indies or African trade, but also for 

privateering. It is difficult to assess how many were built for each purpose. 

One problem faced by the Brockbank’s was sailing newly completed vessels 

under Lancaster Bridge. This medieval bridge limited how far ships could sail into 

Lancaster. It also meant that Brockbank’s vessels had to be launched from the 

ship yard, sailed under one of the arches of the bridge and then have the masts 

fitted later down river. The bridge crossing the river at Skerton was completed in 

1788 to replace the medieval bridge. In 1802 John Brockbank, having bought the 

medieval bridge from the Council, took down one of the arches to enable his 

ships to sail down the river in a finished state. 

George Brockbank’s wife Mary, and daughter produced the sails for Brockbank’s 

vessels, and the sail making arm of Brockbank’s became a substantial business in 

its own right which Mary continued after her husband’s death 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

54 
 

 

Illustrated London News - Saturday 31 January 1846 

 

Fig . 4               The medieval Bridge Lancaster 

 

 

Business was bad in the early 19th century, probably due to the temporary peace 

with France. The last ship built by Brockbank’s was launched in 1817. By 1822 

the business had closed. Since the business was established the various branches 

of the Brockbank family had enjoyed positions as Port Commissioners, captains, 

seamen, merchants and craftsmen. 
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Fig. 5       Brockbank shipyard c.1806 building the Trafalgar, slave ship 

 

                           Captain Robert Lethbridge 

Robert Lethbridge had previously been the master of armed vessels sailing from 

London to Van Diemens Land, Australia  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser - Thursday 20 September 1832 

The Lady Charlotte 180, R. Lethbridge, with 680 casks palm oil ..3 fm dunnage 

wood for Sir John Tobin—ln the Princes dock 

 

Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser - May 24 1833 

The Lady Charlotte; Lethbridge, from Africa for this port with palm oil, at the 7th 

ult. in lat. 6, N long. 26, W, was attacked by piratical vessel under Spanish 

colours, with a long gun amidships and full of men, when after an action of an 

hour and ten minutes, sheered off, having, apparently received considerable 
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damage in the action. The Lady Charlotte received damage in the hull, sails and 

rigging, but, fortunately, no one killed on board. 

Robert Lethbridge continued sailing to Africa in the Ship Nottingham 403 tons 

owned by I.O. Bold from Liverpool until about 1839 when the vessel no longer 

appears on searches or in LR. 
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7.0 Analysis 

I made a mistake only researching from 1823, the date on the database as the 

date the Lancaster was built and not realising that the ship owners and 

underwriters copies of the LR show different details. Only the ship owners LR 

shows the date built as 1813, that is apart from the differences in the updated 

details in the two volumes available on line. I also failed to take notice of all the 

information shown on the underwriters copy, so a mistake. 

In researching this vessel I encountered problems finding the reports because 

firstly in LR the masters name from 1823 was given as Welding when it was 

Wilding and afterwards because the master changed regularly. The second 

owners Barton, Irlam and Higginson were large ship owners based out of 

Liverpool although only Higginson seemed to reside near Liverpool by the time of 

the bankruptcy, the other partner Dean being based in Barbados (Bardadoes). 

They seemed to move the masters about the vessels in the fleet, I had at first 

puzzled why the masters were changing, did they fail to achieve the profits 

required or were the voyages too long but it seems that was how they operated.  

Burrow and Nottage seem to have owned a plantation on St Croix or St Thomas 

from where they regular advertised for sale sugar and other products including 

various types of timber used for furniture making. They are recorded as being 

paid £5,936 16s 1d for 388 slaves on the manumission of slaves in 1836 in the 

Virgin Islands. The date of the Bankruptcy of George Burrow and his holdings in 

railways suggest he also suffered due to the railway panic of October 1847 at the 

end of the railway building boom. 

Burrow and Nottage used the Lancaster during the 1812-14 war with the USA 

and it sailed in convoy leaving from Cork, the size of the convoy can be seen 

from the April 1814 entry published in Lloyds List. The convoy went via Madeira 

to escort the vessels destined for there before carrying on across the Atlantic and 

splitting up for various destinations escorted by often a single armed Naval vessel 

due to the shortage of available naval vessels. This restricted the Lancaster to 

two voyages a year during this period. The November 1814 convoy was severely 

delayed by bad weather and it was the end of December 1814 before it left the 

Western Approaches. These constraints must have reduced the profitability of the 

vessel and merchants, but they were not permitted to sail unless in a convoy due 

to the predations of privateers. 

The first entry in LR for Lancaster in the supplement 1814 shows the owners 

changing to Barton & c (Barton, Irlam and Higginson) from Burrow & Nottage, it 

appears they had the vessel surveyed before completing on the purchase. The 

master also changed to Banks after it arrived in Liverpool in August 1814. 
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 When the firm went bankrupt in 1847 the West Indies Bank and Royal Bank of 

Liverpool had to close to avoid a run on the accounts. It seemed to be the cause 

for a collapse of trade with and in the West Indies. The Americans supplying 

provisions and lumber refused to accept any paper money or bank drafts. The 

effect of this was to start a barter system on the Islands, the sugar cane was not 

planted and harvested since the costs exceeded the return on sale of the sugar. 

Plantations were being abandoned and those that were sold went for a fraction of 

the purchase cost two years before. The bankruptcy court seemed to be able to 

prevent debtors being arrested and placed in debtors prison from the accounts in 

the newspapers. The sales of their property included over 40 ships guns and the 

ships as they arrived back in Britain. The dividend paid to debtors was 2s 3d for 

each pound they were owed, the timing, and the way the property was sold 

produced a poor return. There is a newspaper report Higginson one of the 

partners offered the Royal Bank of Liverpool 10s per pound before the 

bankruptcy was started in the courts, if he was allowed to dispose of the 

company’s assets carefully. The final dividend paid was reported to be the full 

20s although the bankruptcy was still active until 1895. 

The problems in the West Indies financial system was claimed to have been 

created by the British Government’s policies after the emancipation of slaves. 

They prevented immigration from Africa which produced a labour shortage, then 

when the cost of sugar and rum increased, allowed sugar produced by slave 

labour in other countries to be imported to Britain. The only real beneficiaries’ of 

this were the slave owners and slave traders outside the British empire. The 

failure of Barton, Irlam and Higginson was the last straw with the over lending of 

the banks that crashed the financial system in the West Indies. The panic over 

railway shares in 1847 seems to have caused the Royal Bank of Liverpool to 

foreclose on Barton, Irlam and Higginson as they would be aware the one 

partner, Higginson had withdrawn £100,000 to buy railway shares. It was a 

general banking and financial crisis in Britain. 

The Lancaster was employed by Barton, Irlam and Higginson mainly sailing 

between Liverpool and Barbados and return. It was returning with mainly sugar 

but also materials for the manufacture of dyes, cotton and luxury food products. 

It also started calling at Madeira in 1832 transporting wine.  

It lost its masts in a hurricane in August 1830 but reached St Thomas by erecting 

whatever spars it had left with the remaining sails to slowly power it to safety. St 

Thomas had suffered the effects of another hurricane just before it arrived so it 

may be that the arrival in Liverpool in February 1831 of Lancaster was its return 

after repairs.  
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The hurricane season in the Caribbean is June to the end of November but the 

peak of the season is from mid-August to late October. There is no evidence this 

affected the sailings of the Lancaster and the master would just have to rely on 

noticing the swell which travels ahead of the storm, changes in wind strength and 

direction (wind speeds and directions are normally constant in the tropics), 

watching the Barometer for rapid falls in pressure to warn of an approaching TRS 

(hurricane). Cirrus clouds in bands of filaments are aligned towards the direction 

of the storm centre and also, threatening appearance of dense, heavy clouds on 

the horizon are seen, as before the TRS that struck Barbados in 1819. 

Sometimes peculiar dark red or copper colour of sky is seen at sunset before a 

TRS. Frequent lighting may be seen. The master must then take the best action 

to preserve the ship, this entails moving the vessel into the safe quadrant and 

away from the eye of the storm.. The winds in Hurricanes in the northern 

hemisphere spiral anticlockwise into the centre, the most destructive section of 

the storm is usually in the eyewall area to the right of the eye, known as the 

right-front quadrant, this section of the storm tends to have higher winds, seas, 

and storm surge. Sailing down-wind would then be especially beneficial if your 

ship was in the "safe quadrant" (to the left of the track of the hurricane in the 

Northern Hemisphere), as running before the wind would take you out of the 

path of the storm, and into lesser winds and calmer seas. Any passengers would 

be lashed with rope to their bunks for safety, the origin of the saying sleep tight. 

A vessel needed to be well off shore to survive a hurricane because being blown 

on shore was fatal to the vessel and probably the crew. 

Lancaster was sold apparently in about July 1832 because it was entered into 

loading in Liverpool for the last owner Sir John Tobin on August 2 1832. Sir John 

Tobin had been a slave trader so had all the contacts necessary in Africa to 

successfully enter the palm oil trade. The trade was, as it had been for slaves by 

barter and he knew the commodities to send to Africa. He seems to have 

pioneered the palm oil trade, and on returning from a journey carrying slaves in 

1803 to Trinidad, at Liverpool he had brought palm oil with him as a small part of 

the cargo.  

John Tobin and Duke Ephraim of Old Calabar who had supplied the slaves now 

worked to make the new legal trade in Palm oil a profitable business for both. 

The Aspinall family he had been involved with in the slave trade also benefitted 

from the palm oil trade and he married Sarah Aspinall. Palm oil became 

increasingly important as a lubricant for machinery and steam engines before the 

discovery of mineral oil in the USA in 1859, in the production of tin plate and 

soap. The area around Liverpool became the centre of soap production with the 

Alkali required coming from Cheshire. 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

60 
 

The Lancaster’s involvement in the trade was only two trips since it was wrecked 

at the start of the third. The cargo listed as washed up afterwards illustrates the 

goods taken for barter and would have also included gunpowder which some of 

John Tobin’s family produced in Ireland. 

The dangers of illness to crews in Africa is illustrated by the death of the surgeon 

on Lancaster and the fact she was carrying a doctor(surgeon). The mate died on 

the same voyage. 

The loss of the Lancaster was blamed on inaccurate charts of Cardigan bay 

showing St Patricks Causeway and the government afterwards caused new charts 

to be produced, due to the number of ship wrecks. The early charts sold in the 

USA did not show the location or existence of the causeway. A buoy was located 

to mark the end of the causeway in later times. 

The BNA produced all the records of sailings and arrivals and the information 

concerning the bankruptcy of Barton, Irlam and Higginson. The WNL produced 

the details of the loss of the Lancaster, and Google some of the information 

concerning Sir John Tobin, Burrow and Nottage, Barton, Irlam and Higginson and 

Brockbank. The Legacies of British Slave-ownership UCL Department of History 

provided most of the information concerning the involvement with slaves of the 

owners of the Lancaster. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

 

I have spent over 50 hours on this research and 95% of that time was spent on 

line. 

I have learnt to view both copies of LR for a year when both are available on line 

as the details for the vessel are not the same in the ship owners volume as in the 

underwriters copy. The two copies also may differ in the updates shown 

concerning repairs, masters, owners, survey’s. 

The Lancaster was totally destroyed after its collision with St Patricks causeway 

so there is no wreck site available to dive. The cargo washed ashore included 

rum which was pillaged by locals leading to the reported death of one man. Some 

of the cargo was salvaged for the underwriters rather than by the locals for their 

own benefit and some of the ships timbers may have been salvaged but most 

appears to have been lost. 

The research has answered most of my original questions. The dimensions of the 

vessel are available on line as a survey report from 1835 has survived. The 

masters of Lancaster are found on other vessels before and after their time on 

Lancaster but there is insufficient details to find any further details about them. 

The owners of Lancaster being large traders appear in the newspapers of the 

time and particularly the bankruptcy of Barton, Irlam and Higginson which 

generated numerous cases in the courts and sales of property by auction. The 

cause of the loss of the Lancaster was reported to be mistakes either in the 

charts showing the location of St Patricks causeway or by the Captain in 

understanding its position and which the vessel hit when sailing to windward 

away from St Tudwall Roads where it had been wind bound. It does seemed to 

have resulted in a new survey of its location by the Government. The only 

salvage was of cargo washed ashore and preserved by the Collector of Customs 

and others from local residents.  

The only previous research on line is the copying of a newspaper report of the 

wrecking which had been pasted on line. The recent interest in the British 

involvement slave trading and ownership has produced information on line for 

Burrow and Nottage, Barton, Irlam and Higginson and Sir John Tobin. 

The vessel had a short life travelling to only the Caribbean and Africa, with the 

interesting part of the research being about the three owners. So any further 

publications about the vessel need some further consideration. It does not seem 

to have any historical significance and there are no artifacts available apart from 

a contemporary painting in a store room in America. 
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Appendices:  

 

Appendix A – Table of Lloyd’s Registers entries for the Lancaster 

 

The underwriters volume above; 

Entry No.11 in the supplement for L, Lancaster a fully rigged ship with copper 

sheathing x3,master J. Landels being replaced by R Banks, 400 tons, registered 
at Lancaster, 1 year old, owners Lancaster being replaced by Barton, 17 feet 

draught, sailing Lancaster to Cork classifies A1 in February 1814 and October 

1814. 

The ship owners volume; 

Lancaster a fully rigged ship with copper sheathing 1813, J. Banks master, 353 

tons, single deck with beams, built in Lancaster in 1813 owner Barton, 4, 18lb 
Carronades, 15 feet draught sailing from London to Bardbadoes, classified A1 in 

October 1814. 
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1815 only one volume No changes except sailing Lancaster to Barbadoes to 

underwriters copy. No Guns shown. 

1816 underwriters volume changes, sf copper fastened 1816, sailing Liverpool to 

Madeira 

1816 ship owners volume changes 353 tons added under 400,sailing Liverpool to 

Madeira, Liverpool to Barbadoes added as an addition, Copper repairs 1816 

 

1817 not on line 

1818 underwriters volume changes part copper fastened 1816, sailing Liverpool 

to Barbadoes 

1818 ship owners volume changes sheathed in copper 1813, 353 tons only, 

sailing Liverpool to Barbadoes, classified A1 1816, 17 feet draught when loaded. 

1818 underwriters volume changes Part copper sheathing 1819,New Survey in 

March 

1818 ship owners volume changes New survey in April 1818 

1819 underwriters volume changes part copper sheathing 1819, survey A1 in 

March. 

1819 ship owners volume changes 353 tons, survey A1 in April  

1820 underwriters volume changes ,353 tons, survey A1 in April  

1820 ship owners volume changes 400 tons, survey A1 in June 

1821 underwriters volume changes master amended to Wilding, 400 tons, survey 

A1 in April  

1821 ship owners volume changes copper sheathing 18, amended to J Wilding 

new master, survey 1819 

1822 underwriters volume changes part copper sheathing 1819, survey A1 April  

1822 ship owners volume changes copper sheathing 1818,353 tons, survey A1 

April  

1823 underwriters volume changes part copper sheathing 1822, 353 tons, survey 

E1 April  

1823 ship owners volume changes new survey A1 May 

1824 underwriters volume changes part copper 1824 New Upper Works 24, new 

survey E1 May 

1824 ship owners volume changes copper repairs 1824, New Top Sides, part New 

Deck & good repair 1824, survey E1 May 
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1825 underwriters volume changes 1823 part 1824 part copper fastening, part 

new wales I s and decks 1824, survey E1 July 

1825 ship owners volume changes master amended to Connell, copper repair 

1824,copper sheathing 1825, good repair 1825, survey July E1 

1826 underwriters volume changes new master J. Cannell, survey August E1 

1826 ship owners volume changes new master Cormack, copper sheathing 1825, 

part new deck and good repair 1824 & 1825, survey September  

1827 underwriters volume changes copper repair 1826, Proved Iron Cable survey 

E1 in March 

1828 ship owners volume changes copper repair 1827, survey E1 September 

1829 underwriters volume changes master amended to Lookup, part copper 

fastenings 1828, survey E1 May 

1829 ship owners volume changes copper sheathing 1828, master Connell, 

survey E1 October  

1830 underwriters volume changes master Lookup, new owner Irlam & Co, 

survey E1 march 

1830 ship owners volume changes no changes 

1831 ship owners volume changes captain amended to Dixon, copper repair 

1831, copper sheathing 1831, owners Barton & Co, survey E1 February  

1831 underwriters volume changes survey E1 March 

1832 ship owners volume changes master amended to Cummins, copper 

sheathing 1831, copper repair 1832, owner amended to Tobin, sailing amended 

to Liverpool to Africa, survey April E1 

1832 underwriters volume changes copper repair 1832, master amended to 

Cummins, iron standards and knees (IS & K), (2C 1H) 2 chain, one hemp cables, 

survey E1 March & August 

1833 ship owners volume changes some repairs 1831 2 proven cables, survey E1 

August  

1833 underwriters volume changes felt 1831,copper repair 1832, survey July 

1834 master amended to Lethbridge, Part Top Sides, registered in Liverpool, built 

in Lancaster, survey E1 January 

1835 survey January E1 
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Appendix B – The Timeline for the Lancaster  

* Approximate date 

1813  

February 10 1813 Lancaster Launched Lancaster, Dennison 

April 4 1813 Cork sailed Lancaster, Dennison for St Croix in convoy 

May 19 1813 Madeira arrived Lancaster, Dennison for St Croix from Cork 

June 19 1813* Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dennison from Cork 

July 3 1813 St Thomas sailed Lancaster, Dennison for Lancaster 

August 13 1813 Lancaster arrived Lancaster, Dennison from St Croix 

December 24 1813 Lancaster cleared Lancaster, Dennison for St Croix 

 

1814 

January 4 1814 Cork sailed Lancaster, Dennison for St Croix in convoy 

February 13 1814 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dennison from Lancaster 

July 3 1814 Leeward Island convoy sailed including the Lancaster, Dennison  

August 10 1814 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dennison from St Croix in convoy 

November 11 1814 Reported at Cork Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes from                       

-                                                                                                       Liverpool  

December 28 1814 * convoy was able to sail, delayed by strong contrary winds 

 

1815 

February 10 1815 From Liverpool to Cork and reported at Barbadoes 

May 15 1815 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes 

May 28 1815 Madeira arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool  

June 28 1815 Madeira arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

September 1 1815 Reported at Barbadoes  Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool and    

-                                                                                                         Madeira 

September 10 1815 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

November 10 1815 From Liverpool to Barbadoes reported at Cork  
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1816 

March 7 1816 reported Lancaster, Banks at Barbadoes from Liverpool  

April 11 1816 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

April 21 1816 Spoken to Lat 26 Long 53 Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

May 15 1816 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

June 12 1816 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes 

July 7 1816 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

September 10 1816 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

November 7 1816 Madeira arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

November 14 1816 Madeira sailed Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes 

 

1817 

February 21 1817 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

April 1 1817 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

May 24 1817 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

July 10 1817 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

November 5 1817 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

December 5 1817 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes at St Andrews N.B. 

 

1818 

February 25 1818 Reported Lancaster, Banks from New Brunswick at Barbadoes 

April 15 1818 Barbadoes due to  sail Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

June 2 1818 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

October 30 1818 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes to sail   

-                                                                                       again September 26 

November 3 1818 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

December 14 1818 Reported Lancaster from Trinidad at Bermuda  
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1819 

March 29 1819 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool – damaged 

May 13 1819 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

May 15 1819 Spoken to Lat 22.28 Long 59 Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

June 16 1819 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

July 25 1819 Off Holyhead Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes from Liverpool  

August 25 1819 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

December 27 1819 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes 

 

1820 

March 31 1820 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

May 16 1820 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

June 20 1820 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Banks from Barbadoes 

October 22 1820 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool 

October 31 1820 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Banks for Bermuda 

December 16 1820 Reported Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

 

1821 

January 2 1821 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Banks from Bermuda 

February 25 1821 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

March 25 1821 Spoken to Lat 50.26 Long 13.40 Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

March 29 1821 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 

April 14 1821 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Banks for Barbadoes 

July 2 1821 Spoken to Lat 46.15 Long 23.32 Lancaster, Banks for Liverpool 

July 14 1821 Reported Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

November 30 1821 Bermuda arrived Lancaster, Banks from Liverpool and                          

-                                                                                                     Barbadoes 
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1822 

January 21 1822 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Bermuda  

March 7 1822 Reported Lancaster, Wilding from Bermuda at Barbadoes 

April 7 1822 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

May 21 1822 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes  

May 27 1822 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Barbadoes 

July 9 1822 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool 

August 22 1822 Reported Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool at Barbadoes 

November 19 1822 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool  

w/e December 22 1822 Liverpool entered loading Lancaster 353, Wilding for                 

-                                                                                Barbadoes , Barton & co. 

 

1823 

January 14 1823 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Barbadoes 

February 21 1823 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool 

April 17 1823 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

May 19 1823 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 

May 25 1823 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Barbadoes 

August 1 1823 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

September 5 1823 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 

October 19 1823 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Barbadoes 

November 16 1823 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool 

 

1824 

February 14 1824 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

March 17 1824 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 

March 29 1824 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Barbadoes 

May 17 1824 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

June 20 1824 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 
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September 18 1824 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Liverpool  

October 7 1824 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

November 11 1824 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Wilding from Barbadoes 

 

1825 

April 9 1825 Lancaster, Wilding reported at Barbadoes 

April 17 1825 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Connell for Liverpool 

April 24 1825 Spoken to at Lat 19 Long 58 Lancaster, Connell from                              

-                                                                                  Barbadoes for Liverpool  

May 6 1825 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Wilding for Liverpool 

June 6 1825 Liverpool off the port Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

June 7 1825 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

August 22 1825 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

December 29 1825 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Connell for Liverpool 

 

1826 

February 4 1826 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

March 6 1826 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

April 15 1826 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Connell from Liverpool 

May 4 1826 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Connell for Liverpool 

June 10 1826 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

June 21 1826 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

September 5 1826 Reported at Barbadoes Lancaster, Connell 

September 30 1826 Spoken to at Lat 44 Long 33 Lancaster, Connell from                    

-                                                                                   Barbadoes to Liverpool  

October 10 1826 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

December 11 1826 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 
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1827 

March 2 1827 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Connell for Liverpool 

March 30 1827 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

April 12 1827 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

July 12 1827 Reported at Barbadoes Lancaster, Connell 

July 19 1827 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

August 23 1827 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

November 30 1827 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes                           

–                                                                                          sugar, cotton & c. 

1828 

January 14 1828 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

February 24 1828 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Connell from Liverpool 

April 15 1828 Spoken to by Christina arrived Liverpool May 1st from Demerara  

April 27 1828 Spoken to at Lat 47 Long 6.3 Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

May 4 1828 Liverpool arrived off the port Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

May 5 1828 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes –Sugar, & rum  

May 12 1828 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

May 1828 Spoken to at Lat 49 14 Long 10 6 Lancaster, Connell for Barbadoes 

June 14 1828 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

July 28 1828 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Connell from Liverpool 

August 21 1828 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Connell from Barbadoes 

October 19 1828 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Lookup for Barbadoes 

 

1829 

January 22 1829 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Lookup for Liverpool  

February 23 1829 Spoken to off Cape Clear Lancaster, Lookup for Liverpool  

February 27 1829 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Lookup from Barbadoes 

March 7 1829 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Lookup for Barbadoes 

April 19 1829 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Lookup from Liverpool  
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May 3 1829 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Lookup for Liverpool  

June 11 1829 Holyhead arrived Lancaster from Barbadoes 

June 12 1829 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Lookup from Barbadoes 

July 27 1829 Holyhead 7.0 am passed Lancaster for Barbadoes 

July 30 1829 Seen Lancaster for Barbadoes off Tuskar 

August 1 1829 Spoken to at Lat 46 14 long. 12 14 Lancaster, Armstrong for                     

-                                                                                                                                       Barbadoes from Liverpool  

September 1 1829 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Armstrong from Liverpool 

October 7 1829 Spoken to at Lat 45 Long 33 Lancaster from Barbadoes 

October 17 1829 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Armstrong from Barbadoes 

w/e November 24 1829 Liverpool entered loading 353 Lancaster, Dixon for                      

-                                                                        Barbadoes, Barton, Irlam & co 

December 29 1829 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

 

1830    

January 27 1830 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool 

Before April 27 1830 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool 

May 6 1830 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Liverpool  

June 12 1830 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes 

w/e June 22 1830 Liverpool entered loading 353 Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

–                                                                                         Barton, Irlam & co 

June 21 1830 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

August 26 1830 Lancaster, Dixon at Lat 23 Long 62 Dismasted, cargo damaged 

September 1 1830 Spoken to 20 long 63 Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes to       

-                                           Liverpool under jury masts steering for St Thomas 

September 2 1830 St Thomas arrived Lancaster, Dixon for Liverpool dismasted,         

-                                                                           discharging cargo, damaged 

 

1831 

February 1 1831 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes & St Thomas 

February 19 1831 Liverpool entered loading 353 Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 
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March 21 1831 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

April 23 1831 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool 

June 17 1831 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes 

September 24 1831 Liverpool cleared Lancaster, Dixon for Madeira  

October 1 1831 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

October 30 1831 Madeira arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool 

November 5 1831 Madeira sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

November 30 1831 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool  

 

1832 

March 17 1832 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes 

March 30 1832 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Barbadoes 

April 28 1832 Barbadoes arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Liverpool  

April 29 1832 Barbadoes sailed Lancaster, Dixon for Liverpool  

June 28 1832 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Dixon from Barbadoes 

August 3 1832 Liverpool entered for loading Lancaster 353 – J Tobin 

August 14 1832 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Cummins for Africa 

August 26 1832 Lancaster, Cummins for Africa seen at Lat 12 N Long 11 

 

1833 

January 7 1833 reported Lancaster, Cummins, from Liverpool to Africa                               

-                                                                      off Cape Palmas, in 35 days. 

March 1 1833 At Old Calibar Lancaster, Cummins 

May 20 1833 Lancaster, Cummins reported to be at Africa from Liverpool  

July 12 1833 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Cummins from Calabar – palm oil 

August 30 1833 Liverpool entered for loading Lancaster 353 for Africa 

October 10 1833 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

74 
 

October 17 1833 Plymouth put in Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa damaged 

October 28 1833 Plymouth sailed Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa 

 

1834 

May 9 1834 Lancaster reported at Africa 

December 7 1834 Liverpool arrived Lancaster, Lethbridge from Africa 

 

1835 

February 17 1835 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa 

February 21 1835 Liverpool put back Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa 

March 1 1835 Liverpool sailed Lancaster, Lethbridge for Africa 

March 13 1835 St Tudwall Roads Lancaster, Lethbridge from Liverpool for Africa 

March 14 1835 St Patricks causeway, Cardigan Bay wrecked Lancaster,                         

-                                                                 Lethbridge for Africa from Liverpool 
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        Fig. 6                           The Niger delta 

 

 

 

 

                     

     Fig. 7                 Location in Africa of the Niger Delta 
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Appendix  C      Locations of Ports in Africa and Headlands mentioned 

 

Bonny  an island town in Rivers State in southern Nigeria, on the Bight of Bonny. 

It is also the capital of the Kingdom of Bonny. Traditionally it was a major trading 

post of the eastern delta.  

Old Calabar - Akwa Akpa, known to European colonists as Old Calabar or Duke 

Town, was an Efik city-state that flourished in the 19th century in what is now 

southern Nigeria. 

 

Cape Clear Island is an island off the south-west coast of County Cork in 

Ireland. 

 

Cape Palmas is a headland on the extreme southeast end of the coast of 

Liberia, Africa, at the extreme southwest corner of the northern half of the 

continent. 

 

Tuskar Rock is a group of rocks topped by a lighthouse 7 miles off the southeast 

coast of County Wexford, Ireland. 
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Appendix   D                  Cargo’s carried by Lancaster 

 

Arrowroot. In the early days of carbonless copy paper, arrowroot, because of its 

fine grain-size, was a widely used ingredient. After an economical way of 

centrifugally separating wheat flour was devised, arrowroot lost its role in 

papermaking. 

Camwood (Baphia nitida), also known as African sandalwood, is a shrubby, 

hard-wooded African tree. Its wood is commonly used to make a red dye. The 

earliest dye wood (Camwood) was from West Africa. The source of the dye, 

which is soluble in alkali, is the bark and heart of the tree. Camwood is a red 

dye-wood imported from tropical West Africa, and obtained from the Baphia 

nifida, a leguminous tree, of the suborder Caesalpinieae. This wood is of a very 

fine colour, and is used in turnery for making knife handles and other similar 

articles. The dye obtained from it is brilliant, but not permanent. It is called 

sometimes Bar-wood, though this name belongs also to another tree. 

Dunnage wood. Brushwood, scrapwood, or other loose material laid in the hold 

to protect the cargo from water damage or prevent it from shifting, or to protect 

the ceiling from abrasion. 

Elephants Teeth is ivory, a tusk is a modified canine tooth. 

Fustic or Old Fustic (Maclura tinctoria) is a medium to large tree originally found 

in the forests of Brazil and the West Indies. The dye comes from the heartwood 

of the tree. Fustic extract produces warm yellows. 

Indigo dye is an organic compound with a distinctive blue colour. Historically, 

indigo was a natural dye extracted from the leaves of some plants of the 

Indigofera genus, in particular Indigofera tinctoria; 

Logwood (Haematoxylon campecianum) is a tree originally found in the forests 

of Central America. The dye comes from the heartwood. Logwood extract 

produces violets and purples. 

Succade is the candied peel of any of the citrus species, especially from the 

citron or Citrus medica which is distinct with its extra-thick peel; in addition, the 

taste of the inner rind of the citron is less bitter than those of the other citrus. 

Sweetmeats. In the past, any sweet delicacy, a piece of fruit coated with sugar, 

etc. — was called sweetmeat. The original meaning of ‘sweetmeat' was ‘sweet 

food', it did not contain any type of meat. 
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The tamarind tree produces brown, pod-like fruits that contain a sweet, tangy 

pulp, which is used in cuisines around the world. The pulp is also used in 

traditional medicine and as a metal polish. The tree's wood can be used for 

woodworking and tamarind seed oil can be extracted from the seeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix E            Lloyds Survey 1835 
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Fig. 8                West Indian Islands 

 

 


